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For of-this Dodkrine, I ſhal 
* propound. theſe Bens 


2 Chriſtian may not he ſen 
ion ,. »/and yet be contented ? 


»-but 
-well-to weep for her childres ;per 
her fault Was, the refuſed | 


- Anſo. Yes : Uneo hee: bave rs 
Jerg 20.12, ard David poured out bis | 
#he F;Pſal. 142. 2. We may. .cry to 

a-write. bis © FS 


Whey # 
F,v'> aa gives ret 
| pet Was GY 


$ | F 
£ EA 
ow having ve 


A 25 o.mar Se 
y "et 
' | Ne in the | 
| py in the oth erwe cmphing oh wy. 
. 3. What is it properly that Co 1 
IEA... ent 


Me er A, 


Anſi. There_are three things which i be TY _" 
ment deth baniſtvout of its and can'by 
-means conſiſt with it. Cy PF" 

1. {texchides'a . =—__— 
g ;perly ho daughter af coat mourn 

41 wt '; Plal 55. 2. he.dot) not fa 

i A i in my complaint. Yr fon gps tix 
hen mufiny in the heard z-it "iy 


God... Whan-the Se&is 5 roigh oY 
forth notting but. hen the h 


7 euriry it caſts. fo h the foi; of @ 
impatience, and my little better then 
phemy. Marmuringis nothing elſe but-the k 

ey which boils off from a diſcontented hearts”. 

| 2, It excludes an never diſcompoſure ; \ 
rs  Gaith,” Lam in ſuch ftraits ,. that I kn 
how. to evolve or get out, I ſhall be undone. 
Pet Hop takin wy that 8 a man is not” _ ; 
.pray 4.of tate , Cc, he is felf: L 
when an army is rovited , one pe ſts | 
{ py=yfrn the he Army) is put-into.d re 
So 2 run .up and-Jown 
{5p Re ide heir aA 


1 ant a FE 5 
tens I 


þ ob. 3 
LR Xx .. 
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230 Ks 2 wr 24 0 itettepent is a Dlv#ns 5+ Thike's Sthico 4 


*not'by acquiſition., bat infuſion "It is a fp 

Rf from the” Tree of Life, aid: planted by 
qeSagkn the Soul ; iti 'a fruit” 
phy ; 'bath 
Birth 2 It is therefore dbſer 

| tentment is Joyned, vin ok | 
ages But God lineſ} wi 
i 6.8." 
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nan may eat” het have mario ran. 
;. Contentment-, but it Was'only the: 

pickure-of it, -the*Bory/, not et fe 
; 7 theirs was but:cv#H} this-is /acred <* t 4 


Jas only from principles of Re 2/0n, "this of Re'ip 
on : theirs was only lighted. at" Nature's, torchy 
this at tlie Hamp' of: Scripture. Reaſon inay a ira © 

teach Contencment-3-2s thus, Whatever my condi? 
tion. is 4s that I'am:born-to ; and if I meet .. 
Ywith c -ittifbata-Catholick Tt iſery ; all 'have 
their ſhare; - why-therefore-ſhould I be-trouhled ? 
| FReaſon.may. ſuggeſt this; and indeed,: this may 
- Yrather. corftr azne, then content, butta live ſegure! 
"Yand chearfully upon God 4n-the Abatement of 'orea* 


ture ſa pls, Religion only can-biing this into the 
, nn chequer.- 


* ; ” 


ol "2. Contentment is-an Tutrinfeoat hae. it bes 


ithin a man 3. not in-the bark, but the root; "Gone: 
hriJteatment hath both its-fountain and ftream in the” 
Foul. © The Beam: hath not its light from the Air: 
1 the beams. of. comfort: wwhich a contenteg t 
'©Yhith,, do notariſeexmx/ece,, from 
4 forts, but from-within, '  As- ſorrow isſeated 
Pirit., The beare knows its owngrief'; Prov. =] 
fp to. So Contentment-lies within the $4«b, and: doth 
d b Yy ff bot depend pon External. Hencel gather, that, 
dutward-troubles- cannot hinder. this blefſed Con- 
ath tentment 3 itis a ſpiritual thing, and ariſeth from 
fer-Y ph ritual-grounds , vix. The apprehenſion of Gods: 
mm "When there is a temricſ without, there 
Sf | I ay bemaſick within : a Bee may ftin through the 
Inoat tcafiot ſting to the heart : Gutward affli- 
KL ns cannot ſting tothe heart, where vary —s 
hieves may plunder us of our money and 
Hate not of this pearl _ Contentment; unleſs 


we 


nee 


evprnny willing to part with it; for it-is tocked up 

+ ppt TT heart. The foul which is poſleh 

# ſed of thisrich treaſure of: Contentment , is like 
 Neebinthe Ark;, that Ng: in the midft of 4 


+ *FPP Contentment is an Habitual Thing , it thing 
© with a fixed light in the fiemament of the ſou 
S 3 * Contentment doth not appear only now agd then 
2 fome Stars which are feen but ſeldom?” it is4 
.Ettled temper of the heart. One aCtion doth nat 
- --Genominite : he is not faid .to be a liberal mat 
Þ #I5 alms once in his life; a covetous may 
bo. ſo.; but he is ſaid to- be liberaf, that is gi 
- en I bbonabey' Rom. 12. 13: that is, who ups 
..-onall occafions is willing to indulge the neceff 
*-:ties of the poor : fo he is ſaid to be a contente 
| that given to Cantentment. It is not c4 
but conftane. Ariſtorle in his. Rhetorick , 
between colonrs* in the face th 
» and thoſe which ariſe from 
venge may look red when | 
VULNC : he is faid.x 
perly. tc pci rfl on whois conſtantly 
| | it is his complexion. He is not a contented 
-, man, - upon an occaſion ( and perhape 
n_ he is pleaſed;) but whois ſo OY iti 
his Soul, | 
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CHAP. VI. 

_— T-—_ 

Reaſons preſſing to- Holy Contentmens: / *4 


"6 4 ks”. 


, FAving opened the Nature of Contentment, I” 

. & come next to lay down ſome Reaſons or Ax- --- * 

is guments to Contentment , which may prepondes: - 
Trate with ns. | ir 


The firſt is , Gods Precepe. It is charged upon” 
Mis asa duty ; Be conrent with ſuch things __ -» 
bave; Heb. 13.5. the fame God w*o hath bid'us 
believe , hath-bid us be content ; if we obey notj/ 
af we run our ſelves into a ſpiritual Premimire. Gods 
F Word is a ſufficient Want ; it hath-autborztyin 
JF it, and muſt be a Superſedeas, ,or ſacred Spell to 
at Diſcontent ; Ipſe dixit was enough amongſtPy-- ©; 
thagoras his Scholars. Bert enatted, is the Royal * 
# Stile, Gods Word muſt be the Star that” guid, © 
and his Will the Weight that moves our Obedi-+ © - 
oF ence; his fiat is a Law, and hath majeſty enough in 
a0 It to captivate vs into obedience ; our hearty mbult- 
ll not be more unquiet than the raging Sea, whicliat 
: 28 his Word is {ftill'd; Mat- 8.26; * hes 4 


en 
for our neceffery 


Fire thee; if in want, I will ſupply thee 5 wot” - 


LW... - 


90 og EA content >. d,; God b 
F IE madea Promiſe to the Believer) and-as it well 
| Entered into Bond for his ſecurity , Twill neva 
;, JEav e; Shall not this charm down the Des 
: * be nt? Leave by fatherleſs chilare 
"Bib me, I will preſerve them alive ; Jer. 49. It, 
Me thinks.1 ſee the godly.man on his Aeath-be 
| diſcontented \, and. hear him complaining 
hat will become of my Wife and Children whe 
Jam dead and gone? they may come to poverty! 
” kth 66d, Trouble not thy {elf , Be content , 
will take care of. thy Children , - and, Lee thy Wi. 
#T#ff inme. God hath made a Promiſe to uk 
6-26 40111. n0t leaves , and hath entail'd the 
*omie-npon- our Wife 2nd Children, and will 
ot «(atisfic ? True Faith will take Gods finglg | && 
| Lyithout calling for Witnellts.. --. - £ 


E; #3; *Be contented , by wtrtue of a Deoree. What! 
© ever Our, condition 'be. God the great Umpire 
the World, hath. ab eterno decreed that conditic 
4s , and by his Providence ordered all. oppor] 
- tenances t eunto.” Let a Chriſtian. often th p 
> With, Ke , who hath plac'd me here z whetherh | Ha 
: anyin;higher Spbes 6 ond in. lower * not chance or 7 
Þ fortune (as the pyb! ind. Heathens imagined*) nog! 
nn _ the wite.God? that hath by his Providence fix. $ 
jarthis Orb: We muſt act that-Scene which 
= ohm have'vs :. ſay nat, Such a one hath occaile 
this-to me ; look not'too much at the. y = 
der-wheel. . We rcad in Ezeluel of a wheel with 
4 mhee/;rEzek, 1.16. Gods Decree iv the 6 
- \furniag of the wheels, and his Providence 
: $i inper- wheel. that moves all. the reſt. Gods 
vidence 4s that , Helnz which turns about 1 
- Fi beer the Univerſe, Say then hops 


"heap wag 


, If eek it in Wi 3 
We fancy ſuch : 2a condition of life aood For. - 
whereas -if we were -onr own carvers we uz | 3» 
often cut the worſt piece.. Loz, being /piit-- to Nie. 
"© choice, did chuſe Sogdomr,. Gen. 13. Io. which Gon; 
@ after waz.burnt with, fire, - Rc of was fn 16 
rons of children , Geue me. children or. I digg; Gens > 
36. 1. and.it colt her her life in bringing. forth: 
& child. Abraham was carneft for Imael; :@-ohat. © 
ill acl. may live before. thee | Gen. 17.4$..but + 
1# he had little comfort. either of him-or his 
_ born a ſon of ſtrife, Hu band:was;s 
'Þ every man; andevery:mans hand againſt hom. The - 
Diſciples wept for. Chriſt's leaving; the worlgy-ahey. *1- 
choſe is corporal preſence , whereas .it- was; bel - 
for them that-Chrift ſhould be gone 5 for, le the * 
Comforter . would. nat. come ; Joh. 16. 7... ; | 
ink $ choſe the life of. his child , he. aud fFeftod for <21] 
5 *; 2 Sam. 12. 16. . wherea if the child:had-li-: -; 
| ved; it would have been a pezpetual mayumeat of | 
w | -i ſhame: We ſtand oft in our own lights ifwe---; 
| wld-fort ; or parcel: out aur own comforts,.we-- - 
+ thonld hit upon _thewrong. Is it got. well forithe-- 
W&- child,. that the Parent doth chuſe for it ?..-were it” 
left to its. ſelf ,/it would perhaps chuſe a knife. lo. 
il cat its own fingers. A. man.in a Paroxyſine. calls * 
ll | top wine, - Whic i6-he had, were little mt? 
i6d.'s ! hee *tis,well-for the Patient, .that he is at the. -- 
is Hyde 1403 2 intment. 2 
"42 Phe .c ation of a Decree .determinings 
3 Providence diſpoking all things that fall out, - 
47 DF. --  >uld 
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my work + -our | hearts © to > holy © | 
EIT hath ordered our condition; if he 
ſeex it better for us to abonnd ,"we ſhall abound 5 
* {fo ſee it better for us to want, we ſhall want 
" be'content to be at (Gods diſpoſe. 7+ © 
b ; God ſees in his infivite wiſdom, the Gme condi- 
3 tioh is not convenzent for all 5 that which is good 
- "for one} may be bed for another : one ſeaſon of 
NY weather Will not ſerve all menz occafions z one 
= -needs/Swnſhine., another Rain: one condition of 
” Be willnot fit every-man , no tore then one ſuit oa 
_ | wilt fit every body: Proſperity is not - 
6 ut" © nor yet Adverſity. -- If one man be 
ot =o tow, aps he can bear it better 3 he 
greater Rock of 'grace , more faith and pas 
joe 3/ he'pan gather grapes of thorns, pick ſome 
| out" of the Croſs; -every one cannot da 
is "Another man is ſeated in an eminent mY 
» Edlonity; he is Litter for it :' perhaps it is a plac 
equifes/more- parts and ndgment, which 
"BiieTahdt capable of ; perhaps hecan uſe tis at 
De te hath apublick + ot as well as a public] 
The" wife God ſees that: condition to: bg 
y one Which is good for another; henos 
»plageth men in- diff. rent Orhs and 
igh#r, Tome lower + one tnan deſirt$ bealth 
ticknels better for him ; . Gbd wm | 


- Bod 
Neth orjt” of fieknels ;: by bringing the $04) 
"At *nt6'aconfurption. Another man dq tl 
'* tibery, God ſees reftraint better for him; he 1 
 workhisJiberty by reftraint ; when his feet 4 

, his heart ſhall be meKenlarged, - Did 1 
-balieve- this, it-would pive check to the finful-di 


W: ate and Cavils of our hearts; ee Srber aifcorh - 


op. atthat which is enacted by a-Necree; and oh 
- 'defeg wy fot Þ this fo- be i t; © 
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Shewing bow 8 Chriftian may make : 
Sis Life comfortable, Sc i. 


| Ul T ſhews us how a Chriſtian may come to. 
: & fead a comfortable Life, event av Heaven 
x Gif Earth, be the Times wage oy Ks by. 
a-'fo Uh Life doth not - Bagg hay ngeli; Ie | 
T5 Chriſt's Maxime, oF 
uh dence of the cing ir Which he RE | 
12.15. uh Pardrng ing contented 
Bee as well contented with feeding" on the Dew; 
or ſucking from a Flower, as the Ox that-grazeth 
on the Mountains * Contentment lies vg A «- 
I Man, in the Heart ; and the Way to be comforta- 
ble, is not by having onr Barns-filled, but oor * 
Minds quiet. The contented Man ( faith Seneca.) * + 
is the happy Man ; Diſcontenf is/4 fretting Humour 
WS which dries the Brains, waſtes the Spirits, corrodes 5 
, an as ont+ the. Comfort of. Like wang 5-4 : - 
r5Þ a Man that. he doth not enjoy what Ow 4 
P91) A Drop or two of. Vinegar. will fowre 
v ole Glaſs of Wine. - Let a Mag hav Fe 
ence and Conflaence of wordly Comforts 
6rtwo of Diſcontent will imbitter andy 
Canfore;depends apon Contentmient 3? LY 
paſting "when: the 'Sinew. pon the Ho ow of 
Thigh ſhtapk : fo- Whep the Sinew © of "Content 
a ol «| gpl to\ſ{þrink, ive ke in ge wed 7 
a or 
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Contentation is as ne kerp the eS.. 
tab! NO te recer zampY P.; 
83; the Claudy of Diſeortent ge br odor M | 
wrersof Tears. Would we have Comfort in 
£55 We may have.it if we will. A Chriſtian 


carve .ont what Condition he will to him 
Why doft thou complain of thy Troubles? Ft i 
[that troubles,but Diſcontent ; it is-not 
ie | without'the: Ship,, but. the Water that! 
IT in the Leak which drowns it; it is not 
- 7} outwar iCtion - that can, make; the Life of a 
catianfad ; a contented Mind. WO Gail: above 
heſe o bp is But win there is a Leak of Difs 
nt open, .and Trouble gets into the Hez 
they it Sr diſuizted- and” finks. Do therefore. *} 
the Matitery, puryp the Water out and ſtop thief 
ritual Leak in thy . Yu, and no d. Tronllle,, call 


- 1102 k | 


CHAP. 1%. 
Genet i hi E Il 4 
44 Check fo the Diſcontented chil 


7 'Ece is a juſt: Reproof to ſuch as 4 
"i Y & Aloments with- their Condit s 
is is almoſt idemical. me got. con 
A tent mi ſheds Gail which Goihah 
F1 - mult be a Step hi , from the P/ 
| ;-who like the $pjder in the. Proy orb. 
1 | 2ake bold dig their Hands-and beg wh IS 


">; \ 


_ 4 Foy, v4. 
| tl... 


” Divine ntentment.. 29 
-l = Prov. 30. 28, ons from the Shop to the” 
Mm + Nun. 12.2. | They would be in the Temw».. 
droj W* Honour , before they are in the Temple of. - 
rt ertue; who ftep into Moſ#ss Chair , without E I 
ftian Aaron's Bells and Pomegranates 3 like A = 
nſcuy which. do' moſt ſhew their Deformity when. 
it isYare climbing. Is it;not enough that God: hath be- 
1100 ſtowed Gifts upon; Men. in private to. edifie;” _ 
tha -Ybe Is enriched. them with many - Mercits z//but, - 
| not mw Prieſthood alſo? Numb. 16. 9. What © 
of aflſis we ut : Difcontent ariſing 'from higi-flown 
bon ride > Thele doſecretly tax the Wiſdom of Gods 
that he hath. not ſcrewed them up in their Con- 
"dition a Peg higher. Tenear Smuperbit, 'we; 
ce - WR24. Every. Man is complaining a, kis'h DS, 
> thik Is no. better, Sue: - quemgue. © 2 
CalB1titer : One Man comments this-Kind c ogy 
Wiher commends that z one Man: thinks aCountrey= 


-+WLife beſt ; another a City-Life, as the Port ele- 
eds þ gantly expreſfeth it. 


ortunats Mercatores, gr avis anitis 


lz iti oft potior, quid erim eoncurritur bores it: © > 
mer p 7 cita mors venity out vitteridilera.. Horat ; 
it 
. The Soldier thinks it. beſt to be. 'a Merchant's: | 
{the Merchant to be! 4 :Souldier- ; Men can be: | 
tent to be any thing but —_ ned” have: 
th al. - We: nay Cry out with the 
fit Mecanar, ut nome quam hot toe 
I" yatrh dederie, ſeu ſora oby 
Meng -on een ior Fqmee? 
Wa 1 &! Hot: 1 « Satyr--/!. Lg 
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The tt of 


b --»2-How-is it that no Man is contented ? Very 
«Chriſtians have learned Saint. PavPs Leffpn 3, nt 
nor-rich know how to-be content, th 


I canlearn any thing but this. I 


-T.3f Men-are poor, . they learn to be; 1, E 
mes; they ' maligne thoſe that ' are above then 
Anothers proſperity is . an ey6-ſore.- When Godt! 
candle ſhines upon their Neighbours TabernaciWand 
' this light o them. In-the*midft of wantar 
men-can (in this ſenſe) abound 3 w1z, in enyy hou 
malice-: - An envious eye is an evil te. 2. The 
- learn to be querulous Ki 
- of th dealt hardly-with them; they are-ever tellit 

waits, they want this- and that comfort 
their--greateſt want"is'a contented ſpiriizes 
Thoſe that are well enongh content with their ſiajſi 


ere not-contegt with their cond:rtzon. 


2. If men are rich , they learn-to'be covete 
.infatiably after the world , and by al 

unjuſt. means- ſcraping it together 5- #herr righl 
fill of bribes, as the Plalmiſt exprefſethi 


”  P{at. 26. 10. Put a good cauſe in one {calle\ © 10K ” 


piece of Gold in the other, and the Gold w 
htavieft.- There are (ſaith Solomon ) four thi 
that Gay , Tt 5s nor enough ; Prov. 30. 15, 1 
+ - nr vis, the beart of a covetous man. $ 

neither poor nor rich know-how*to be-col 


© Neyer certainly nce the Creation <did-this find 
rezgh, or rather-rage, more than in c 
.* times 3: never: was God more4iſhononred';' yd 
cat hardly ſpeak with any, bach pili geY | 


$ out his trouble , and here erep, ._ 


1 Dy thediſcontent of his heart-: 


= jy 
gt” < + 
- LEE on 


11 complaming, as if Golffhi 


ammering he. Teak too Srely. and "ba 4 + 


Li we have not what'we ddfirey God ſhalt not 
ave a good look from us , but-pre 
a diſcontent.z -and ready. to 
amotir. If God will not give the 
E as for their lufts, they bid him take thr 
hem} muſt have Quails to their Manna. 
odeifthough a King ( and one would think his Crow 
\Wands had bin ſufficient for him , yet )) iv ſulleit®.. © 
n þ oatented for Nabotbs Vineyard. Jonah © 
4? oro agg foe r_ \..4 
lie in a Fe# ; Jonah 4. 8 
'Golfhis Gourd |, kittme too , hs Racket. Gs 2 
ling i children, - .or T die; the had n bleflings, if 
ihe could have feen them , pod er eye of "con. ® 


pirizentation. God will ſip) we eB --f 
rate fatisfie our /uſts too Sure ony are a 
Mor a very trifle ; odor hey =p | 
cher Jewel , a newer faſhion. Nero not not content 
| th his Empire , was troubled that the 
: I(more- $kill in Playing than he : How phan- 
0 ” k are ſome , that pine away in diſcontent {6x 
hiUlthe- want of- thoſe things ; which. Er 
al wud but reader them more ridicidow,” 
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"4 Sweſove fo Contenrment: 


jT exhorts.to labour; for Contentation, 
:L. this is that. which doth beautifie and uw 
ea a Chrifhian, and as a,/p1/1cual embrouds kat 
him.off in.the-eys of the world. 
khear fone bitterly. complaining oY 

+ how.1s it- ble to beg 
eld F e we heavy 
into-.a- very Jad " 


477 God 
is.ng Fg but labours, either ig aw 


,mask.; or Xt it canned «x 
n,to pigdlicateir ſel by fome Apo; 
js ſcontent ] find: very thy 
"þ ;robich, I ſhall firſt. mr 4 
We , muſt-lay it Yown._ f 
| | ar ,:{o tbat all the p 
c cont hy ogfes wherevith it abours to juſt 
- fie it are but the painting and drefing of 
* ftrumpet 
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SEC x. L. - 


| The bf Apology "that _—_— makes 2M 


avfiweres, 


The firſt Apology which Diſcontent makes , is 
' bg I have loſt a child. Paulra upon the loſs of 
"Children, was ſo pofſefed with a-ſpirit of ſad- 
Jres, that ſhehad like to have'intombed her ſelf in 
Ther own”Diſcontent ; our love to Relation is often- . 


jj tienes more than our love to Religion. 


Anſw. I. We muſt beconteitt ; not only when 


| EN gives mercies, but when he taketh them away. 


f we muſt in every thing give thayks, k wy 5-18, 


t a J+. 1512 nothing be diſcontented. 


2. 'Perhaps God hath taken away the Ciſtews, 
he may give yon'the more of the Spring 3- he - 


a : h darkened the Star-light , that you may have 


F 


more Sun-light. God infends:you-ſhall have more 
f himſelf, and is 'not he better- than ten Sons 2 
ok not ſo much upon a temporal 1oſs, av a/ſpiri» 
bo wal gain 3 the-comforts of the world run dregsy -. 
dſe which come out of the Granary of the mo. 


s | by , are/purer and ſweeter. 


Your child was not nh but lenti T hare, 
pb, oro lent my ſon to the Lord , r Sam: 1.21% 
wn? the Lord had but lent him to-her. 
le let are not entailed uponius,” but lent j; whata 
For is 4 he may call for again when he pſtaſe, 
-- out a child to-thee a while touurſe%, 


p84 : 
* -  -Wilf thou bediſpleaſed.if he takes his child home: 
-- gain? Obenotdiſcontented, that a mercy is take 
away from you ; -but rather be thankful, that it wa 

- lent you ſo long. | 


4- -Suppoſe your child be taken from-you ; & 
«ther he was good or bad; if he was Rebelous, ye 
{have not ſo much parted with a child, as a burdet 
you grieve for thar which might have been a great 
er-grief to you : if he was Religious , then remenkÞt 
ber he. is taken from the evil to come, Ia 57.1 
- . and phced-in his center of felicity. ' This lowe 
Region: is fall of groſs and-hurtful vapours 3 how 
happy are thoſe who are.mounted into the Celeſtia 
*Orbs ! The righteous gs taken away; in the Ons 
' ginal it is,he-is gathered, a wicked child is Cut offitel 
but; the piovs child is gathered. Even as we a 
men gather flowers, and candy them, and prefer 
them by them ; fo bath God gathered thy child g 
-a'fweet flower , that he may candy it with glor 
aud preſerve. it by him for ever.” Why then'{honlhW 
a' Chriſtian be diſcontented 3 why ſhonld- he weeſt® © 
excefſively ? Dawghtersof Jeruſalem weep not fang© 
e,: but gveep for- your felves: Luk. .2 3. 28. Sol 
could we hear. our children ſpeaking to us out all; 
heaven, :they wonld fay , Weep not for us who FO 
happy , we lie upon a ſoft pillow, even in the vaeey 
for of: Chriſt ; the Prince of Peace is embraci 
us and kifſing us with the kiſſes of his lips, be 0 
troubled at 'oar preferment ; Weep not fir us , buy. 
weep for your felves, who are-in a ſinful corrowiel.” 
world.: y@wh are-in the v4hcy of Fears ,\ but we lt 
on the mountains of ſpices; weare. gotten to « 
Þarbour.,; but you are ftilt toffing upon the-wai 
af ihconftancy. - :O Chriſtian , be; not diſcontent 
- fbat:;thouhaſt parted with ſucha child , buteatl 


. 
a; 4-8 : 


Py 4 | - 
5 - 
- 


"WS <o == 


pw ®”. Divine Contenement: Sides "Y 


rejoyc that-thon had ſt ſuch a child to part with; 
k forth into thankfulneſs. What an honout- 
Mis it to:a Parent to beget ſuch a child , that while 
Fhe lives inicreaſeth the- joy of the 2lorified Angels ;: 
; Luk. 15.10. andwhen he dies; increaſeth thegum: 
ber? of. the glorified Saints 2 


F. 1f God'hath taken away one of your chi}! 
Joren, be hath left you more; he might have ſtcip* 
ped you of all. He took away all Jobs comforts, 

1H his tate, his children , and indeed his Wife was - 
we left, but as a croſs. Satan made a bow of this rib 
(as £bry/o/tom ſpeaks) and ſhot a-tentation bytHet 

t Job , - thinking; to have ſhot hin» ro thei heatt ; 
i Cirſe Gd and die: but Fob had npon him the 
[Ebreſt-plate of Integrity - and though his children 

taken away , Yet not his graces 3 {till he is 
content , {til} he bleſfeth God. O think how many 
vcies you. ſtill enjoy. ;z+ yet our baſe hearts-are 
ore-diſcontented at one loſs, than-thankful for an 
apdred mercies-- - 
| - God hath.plucked one bunch of Grapes from 
you ;- but how many precious Cluſters are left he- 


"9 ; 


FObjeft, But it was my only child , the ſtaff OY 

I age , the ſeed of my comfort , and the only 

ollom , out of which the honour of an ancieut 
gmily did grow. 


I 1, God hath promiſed ou Lb; oo be- 


5 him) a name; better than of ſons 
Fe. Ia. $6. 5. Is he dead thatſhould havet 
| ent to have keptup the name of -a Fa-? 
© Gad hath given you 4 newname, he hath 
Woo Bame In "_ "5; Life ;- behold, 
E 2 your _ . 
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your Spiritual Heraldry ; here is a name that cannglſ — 
be cut off. ; 


2. Hath God taken away thy only child? he hatlf hut! 
given "thee his oxs/y Sox : this js a happy exchang 


What needs he complain of lofles that hath Chrilt + 1. 
he is his Fathers bragheneſs , Heb. 1. 3. his r:cvegg you! 
- Col. 2.9. his delight, Pſal. 42. 1; Is thereenougly and: 


in Chriſt to delight the heart of God ? and bf they 
there not enough-in him to raviſh us with hol] extr 
delight ? He is ©:/dom to teach us , righteouſnejih canr 
toacquit us, /anttificationto adorn us , he is thatf tion 
al and: Princely gift; he is the bread of Angela} ou! 

the. joy. and ttiumph-of Saints , he is all 5 al hon 
Col. 3.10. why ther! art' thon diſcontented: off | 
though: thy child 'be loſt , yet thou haſt him forf ve | 
whom all things are loſs, | : 'SY "wy 
| $4 


7. And laftly, let us blaſh to think that nature}}adde 
ſhould ſeem to.out-ſtrip grace. Paluillus an Heb 

. then, when he was about to conſecrate a Fempl 
to Jupiter , and news was brought to-him of Ul 
death of his fon, would not defaft from his entets 
prize, but with much compoſedneſs of mind, gay 
order for hisdecent burial. n 


SECT. II. 
The Second Apology anſwered. 


Pe; 


_—_ * 


2. Apology that Diſcontent makes, is , Lhavel Wt 
great part, of my Eſtate ſtrangely melted away,any.. 

| trading begins to fail... | | 7 
God is pleaſed ſometimes to bring his childra* 
yery low .; and Fyt them ſhort in their; eſtate ws 
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Jfgres with. them :as with that- widow who had no-*' 

4 thing in-her houſe fave 4 por of oxle ,, 2 Kings 3. 2. 
hath} bat be contents -: - | | 
angel - = 4 4 

rift) - 1 God hath-taken away your Eſtate, bat not 
iches your Port10n..:- Tihis'is a ſacred Paradox. - Honour: 
ongll and- Eſtate are..no part of a Chriſtians Joynture,' 
nd y they: are rather acce([aries than eſſentials; and are 
hoh] extrinſecal and foreign:,; therefore the loſs of thele: - 
uſnefl] cannot denominate-a man miſerable,.ſtill the por- 
; that] tion remains , \'The-Lord 15. my. portion, ſaith my: 
neelah foul 3. Lam. 3,:24.,': -Suppoſe one were worth a mil- 
» al} Jon of money, and he ſhould changg to loſe a-pin./ 
\ted?1 off his ſleeye, this is no;part of his Eſtate, 'nor can 
np forl we ſay be is undone : the loſs of ſublnnary:com- 
| forts is not ſp-much/to a Chriſtians-portion ;-as/ the - 
loſs of a pin, is;to-a million. | Theſe. things ſhall be 
ature added to you 3 Mat. 6. 32. 4adjicientur , they {lll 

\ Hee be caſt in as an overplus : when a man buys a piece 
od of cloth , he,bath ap inch or two given in tothe © 
xf the meaſure 3 now, though he loſe his inch of cloth, yet 
ntebd] he js not, undang, for ftill the whole piece re- 
_ cape] Mains > our outward Eſtate-isnot- ſo much in re- 
oF gard of the [Porzipn ,.,as an;inch.of dothis tothe  ; 
{I vole Piece ;. why then ſhould a Chriftian be difs -- 
Feantented', when-the title; to his ſpiritual treaſw'e 
-— Fremains 2... A'thief may take away. all my money 
F ihat [have - about me', but. not my land ; ftill a 
"I Ciriſtian hath a title:ta. the /and of promiſe Mary 
I th choſen, the better. parts, #h:6/ ſhall not be ta- 

, dr-from ber. nt h1c4h | at &*1 25" 


—_——; 174 5 fd .-4 KW 9 3 @(03! 2 
"AJ --2+: Ferhaps if thy Eftate/had natibeers loſt , thy 
Soul had been loſt ;- outward! comforts do often 
Iuench inward eat:.” God cannotiheftow aJewel 
Won us, but we fall-ſo in love with it, that we for: 
lp”. | K.3- 7 ale 


UMI 


a HE __ "IF 
— # (Iu. 4 
- ' 4, rg - 


- os, "das. . " 
mr__s p 


*%s A Pd 
- y p 


ee .:The Art of: 7 
*. get himthatgaveit 3 what pity is it that we ſhould 
commit Idolatry\ with the Creature! - God'is' fe 
ced ſometimes to drain away an Eſtate; 'the Plat 
and Jewels are often caſt over-board to ſave the 
' Pafſenger.. ' Many a'man may curſe the time that 
. everhe-had fuchanEftate, it hath been an enchant. 
= ment tofraw away his heart from'God.- Sony 
| there are;:thai wil be nich , 1 Tim. 6549. and they 
fall/into a ſnare: © Art thou-troubled that/God hath 
prevented 2 ſnare ? - Riches gre Thorns, Mat. 13.7; 
art thou angrythat God hathpulF'd away 'a thory 
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from thee? Riches are compar'd to thick clay;}] ' me 
Hab. 2- 6. Peghaps thy affeQtions , which are tf inc 
fees of the: ſoul, might have-ſtack' ſo- faſt in this} wh 
golden clay; that they could not have aſcended up] he 
to heaven, be conrent 5 if God dart up our outs ga! 
be. comforts,'it is that the ſtream of our love may} .. 
another way- 1% KIRS 
25% } | TIVELY T - _ + me 
-.+73« If your Eftate be ſmall , yet God can bleſs #f bu 


little. 'Tisnot how much 9107ey we: have, but how] ts | 
much. bleſſing. ' He: —o—__ chrſeth the bags. f 
gold, can bleſs themeal 3s the barrel,)and'the off ' Wii 
&he cruſe.: What if thou'hafb not the full fleſh+pots?] | pat 
yet thou haft a promiſe , I'will blefs her proviſien$ it 
Pal 132. 15. and then » littie/gbes 'n great way © 
þ -becontent, thoutiaft the dew'6f a bleſſing diftill Þ >, 
—- 8 dimer of greeriherbs, where love is; is ſweetfh: - 
© + Tvay add, wherethe love of God is: another may: * 
have'moreliftate- than you ,'- but more Eate-molt 
riches, lefs reft : more revenues, bat Withal 
occaſions of expence : he hath a greater inheril * 
- tance y | ytt perhaps God doth no! (give him powerlit 
| d:4/04fh enelgrn ates 6.2 he hath the dominlly © rel 
” . - of hiseſtate; not the w/e ;/ he holds more, but 1. 
 - -. Joys leſs: im a word , thou haſt leſs gold thank br: 
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4. You did never thrive in your ſpiritual trades f 
your heart was never ſo low as fince your. condi- 
tion waylow 3 you were never ſ# poor 51 ſpirit, nee. 

o rich in faith. You did never run the ways 
of Gods Commandments fo faft as fince me boy 
your golden weights were taken oft. ' You 1 
had ſuch- trading for heaven all your 3 ' 
wberrimus queſtus. You did never make fuch"aQ» 
adventures upon, the promiſe as fince you weft & 
your Sea-adventures. nag is . the beſt, 

- merchandize ; -O Chriſtian, thou.never had! | 
incomes of the ſpirit, ſach ei; gs tydes pf pe cs 

what though weak in Eſtat role et7Y ; 
be 18> what you hare one toy mg 
UAE AREA f5 11.57 b4- a } 


J$ 


$- Be your loſſes what FI will-n thisks 

member in every loſs there is only a /# gi \© 
but in every diſcontent there is a 2 , and. Pos | 
ts worſe than a thoufand ſufferings, What? he-{- 
ff cauſe ſome of my reoonny we gas ſhell t-ganits - 
Mm with ſome of my righteouſneſs ?* ſhall my faith'and) - 
© patience'go too ?- , s 5 not poſſes; an'E: 

, ſhall I not therefore pofleſs my own plritid; . 


way; 4 bo Jearn to be content. 


SECT. 1IL 
The Third Apology anf wered. 


* The third Apology is, It is fad with me in my .. 
"relations 3 where | ſhou!d find moſt comfort, there 
Lt dove moſt griet. This Apology or ObjeCtion, 

icheth it ſelf into two partsculars » Whereto I .. 

give a diſtinct Reply. : 4..M 
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; | . I. My child $0Ecs .ON in rebellion , | fear I have 
brought forth a child for the Devil. It is indeed: &. Go 


= » 


| fad to think that hell ſhoald be payed. with the. of 
- «kulls of any of our childrep : and certainly the } $6 
* pangs of grief. which the mother hath.io this kind | ca; 
orle than 4er gangs of travel ; but though you. Þ eq, 
Re to be. humbled » yet not diſcontented :: for Þ}} jn 
No A iQ 1; ' | ; Yer of 
2. Yo! may piok ſomething out of your childs 
Wndufifelneſs ; the childs ſin is ſometimes the Pa- ÞF. 
Fen Sermon : \q0d doler, docer :- the undutifulneſs_ by 
of thiidren'to'us', may be a'memento to pat usin | 
” mint'6f obr n#durifuhne/3 once to God. Time was th 
- when we werertebellions children ;3- how long did fl 
- ourhearts ſtand out as Garrifons againſt God ? How 
long did he parly with us, and beſeech us, gre we Þ 
would yield ?' "He walked in the tenderneſs of his } -< 


ft towards vs , but we walked in the froward-* Sal 

of our hearts *towards him; arid fince grace} 

" "hath been' planted in our'fouls , how emit of the” Go 

wild Olive'is till - in* us ? - How ' rifiny® motions of” wad 

| - the Spirit do'we daily refiſt > How thany unkind-”: ” 

- neſſes and affronts'have! we pitt 'upvii Thriſt » Lets bej 

- this open''# ſpring of repentance; lodk pon your*: 

>. chitds rebe!tion , and mourn for/your own Tebe7 we 
| lion. | 3 

2. Though to ſee him undutiful. is your grief, Þ en 

+ yet not alway? your /in» Hath a Parent given the Þ* 

- child not only the milk of the breft, but'zhe ſincere |} my 

| mth of the word? 1 Pet. 2. 2. Haſt thou.ſe:ſoned FÞ hoy 


F his tender years with Religious Education ? , thou; 
& canſt do n> more ; Parents can onlf work know-Þ_ , 
i Jedge, Gud'muft work grace ; they can' only lag 

* the wood together , it is God muſt make'it burt aſe 
| ba 
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Y 2 Parent can only be a guid to ſhew his child the 
way to heaven , the Spirit of Gad muſt bea load- 
. one to draw his heart into that way. '. fn I im 
-& Gods ſtead (faith Facob) who hath with-beld the fruit 
the. of the womb ? Gen. 30. 2. can I-give children? 
the F So, is a Parent in Gods ſtead to give grace? Who: 
ind "F can help it , if a child having the light-of Conſci» - 
'Ou-F ence, Scriptare, Education , theſe three Torches 
for } in his hand, yet runs wilfully into the deep ponda 
of fin? Weep for thy child, pray for him ; but do 
14g | not fin for him, by dsſcontene, | 
Da. 3- Say not ,- you have brought forth a child for | 
' the Devil, God can reduce him ; he hath promi»*® 
© ſed to turn the heart of the children to their Pan © 
rents., Mal-4.6. and to open ſprings of gracein - 
the Deſert ; Ia. 35. 6, When thy child. is. going. 
full-fail tothe Devil, God can blow with-a-contra+ 
ry wind of his Spirit, and alter his courſe. When - 
Paul was breathing ont perſecution againft the * 
-1.7 4 Sints, and was - <4 pn » God turn him. 
Do ther way ; before he was going: to Dama/ewr - 
the"! ſends him- to 4nania;;.. before a Perſecntar, - 
of Y 20 2 Preacher. Though: one childrenare for tlie 
4.7} preſent fallen into.the Devz/s-pownd;, God can turw — 
r of | "hem from the power of Satan,: Atts 26.18. and 
Jap bring them in at the emelfib. houp.... Monica was | 
1 veeping for her (on Auguſtine 3 at laſt Gud gave 
2F him in upon prayer , and he becanie a famqus' in- 


ftrument in the Church of God. | 


ief,, © , F 1103S 
the | ' 2, The ſecond branch of the Objection is, But "+. 
id my husband takes il} courſes 3 where 1 looked for” 


-F honey, behold a ſting, 


| nf. 'Tis fad to have the living and the dead 
"tied together ; yet, let not your heart fret with dif 
: | _ contentz 


: P 
\ 4 


bo 


£55 mourn for his fl, but do not murmar. F. 
oF. | 
1," God hath placed you in; your relation , and 
ou-cannot be diſcontented, - but you quarrel with 
What 2 for every Croſs that befals us, ſhall 
we eall the infinite wiſdom of God in queſtion 2 
-" the blaſphemy of ouc hearts ! | 
2. God can make you a gainer by your husbands Bu 
fin; perhaps you had never been ſo good, if he had ani 
not been ſo bad. The fire burns hotteſt in the JI. 
-- coldeft Climate. God often-by- a divine Antiperi= } - 
Paſs tarns the fins of -others to -our good, and #n 
= makes our Naladees our medicines. The more pro- } ch 
Freon me huband-is, oft the more holy the wife} ref 
3 the more earthly he is, the-more heaven-. 
LE = Dory God makes ſometimesthe husbands 
a Her to the wives grace. His eDrbitances 


uf , a3 a pair of bellows to blow'up 
; * the me'df her zeal and devotion the more. 8 | 
-- © Tsitnot thus 2: doth not thy husbands wicked: (| 
veſs ſend; theo to'prayer ?- Thon perhaps hadfſt 1 
yer prayed fo much, if-he had notfinned ſo muchs 2 
his deadneſs quickens thee the more; -the ſtone « | 
'” his heart is an hammer to break thy.heart: * The! 
: here Gith, The unbelicviug wife 5 ſanttified by 

believing huchand , 1-Cor: 5. 14. bat in"this? 
ſenſe , the believing wife is ſanctified by. the unbe#? 
leving:husband;, ſhe "grows better , his fin, is a® 
w to her grace, and a medicine for her (e-7 
-. Curity. 
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©: SECT; IV. - 5 var 
The Fourth Apology anſwered, © 


'The- next Apology that Diſcontent makes , is, 
ands } But my friends have dealt very unkindly with me, 
had & and proved falſe. 


eri= | . Anſio 'Tis ſad when a friend proveslike a Brook 
and Y #2 ſummer , Job. 6. 15, The Traveller being par-' 
pro- | ched .with heat , comes to the brook ,; hoping to * 
wife'Y refreſh himſelf, but the brook is dried up2: yet be © 


ven-- F content. 

inds KEE 

aces '7.. Yowrare not alone , others of the Saints have 
'been: betrayed by- friends 3 and when. th 7- 


F leaned upon them , they have been as a Foot, ue 
cede: oe ' This was'true in the Type, Davia, Pla 
ne} $5: 12;'13: It was' not an-enemy-reproached me, 
ch but it was thou , 4 man, - mine equal , my guid and 
ll ny acquaintarie 3 we took freer counſel together ; - - 
e Band in the Antitype Chriſt, . he was betrayed by a 
1 fiend; and why ſhovid we think. it ſtrange to have 
8: the ſame meafare- dealt out: tous as Jeſus Chrift 
2 bad ? The ſervant is nor above his Miſter. 4 


© 2. A Chriſtian may often read his finin his pu- 
F-niſhment 5 Hath not he dealt treacheroufly. with 
- 2 God ? How oft hath he grieved the Comforter, 

FF broken his Vows ? and through unbelief fided 
T 2 with Satan againſt God 2 How oft hath he abuſed 

*F love? taking the Jewels of Gods meroies , and 
' Wrnaking a goiden Calf of them , ferving his own 
Fv2 bow oft hath he made the free-grace of | 
F * Gods 
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2 green hw keg bilk pr ng 
- fins rather a key to open the door to it? "the 
F= hath ++ 0p" Y received in the houſe of hi 
s.Eech. 13- Look ypon the-unkindne 
of thy friend , and monrn for thy own unkindne@Yary; 
God ; ſhall.a Chriftian condemn that inc 
, Which he hath been too Fs of him: gra 


3. Hath thy friend proved treacherous ? per. $24 


you did repoſe too mach confidence in him. If. 
$:2: more weight apon an honſe than the pillan ; P 
bear, it miſt needs break, © God ſaith, Traft 
ye not in & friend , Micah 7. 5. perhaps you did; 
pit more truft in him, then-you Aid dare to putin 
_ Friends are as Venice-glaſſes, we __ uſe. 
F but if we lean too hard upon them , they Þ#; 
©, wh 2 Behold matter of humility; but note 
fullanel and diſcontent. | 


- 4-. You have aBicnd 3 in Heaven will never 
at > There x 4a friend ( faith Solomon) that ich 
' 0th cloſer than a brother , Prov; 1$. 24: Such 
' friend 8 God ; he is very 'ſudious and inquibtiy 
- - our behalf ; he hath a debating with himſelf , idly ; 
- confulting and projecing how he may do us goofWWin. 
}  heis the beft Friend , which may give contentment 4. 
. In the migft of al diſcourtehies of friends. Wind 1 


n 
Confider, 1. He is a loving friend. God is lor & STi: 1 
7 Joh. 4. 16. hence he is {aid ſometimes. to eu. 6 
grave us on the Palms of his hand; Ifa. 49. 16. thallfwil 
we may be never .out of his eye and to- carry ilthe c: 
#n brs boſom, 1a 40. TI. near.to his heart; Th ereWceal 
is no top or ſtint in-his love 3 but-as the Þ 

Nat, it overflows all the banks +2 - his lore i 
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x | 
ir beyortd our Throws avit I our wr by 
, D the infinite Love'of God, in giving the $onvof _ +: 
' bishi®Love to be made Fleſh, which was more than. 
wif 211 the Angels had been made Forms God in 
giving Chrift to us, gave his very Heart "tous z 
VYhere is Love penfitl'd out in all its Glory, and emy 
e, ry as. with the Point of 4 Diamond.” All os -.: 
Love is Hatred | in compariſon of the Love re fg ps 
onr Friend. ' 
2. Heis a carefol Friend; He careth forging * 
Nr Pet. 5. 7. 4 
ay 3. He minds and tranſats our Bufineſs as his 
Jbwn, he accounts his Peoples Intereſts and Con-- © * 
| a4 cemments as his Intereſt. © 
utinJ 2, He provides for us Grace to entich us, Glo-. 
 oſeYry to ennoble us: It was David's Complaint, Ne 
hey $.m cared for my foul, Pal. 142.4, A Chriſtian 
otaShath a Friend that cares for him. 
3. He is a prudent Friend, Dar. 2: 20, A 
nd may ſometimes'err through Ignorance op : 
take, and give his Friend Poyſon. inſtead ,of - 
| war ; but God is wiſe in heart, Job 9. 4. He is - 
Mful as well' as faithful; he knows what our © 
eaſe is, and/what Phyfick is moft proper to'ap-- 
z- he” knows what will do 11s good; and*what- 
f find will be beft to carry us to Heaven -- 
ta, He is a farrbful Friend; Dent, 7. 9 1093 
Ind he is faithful, 1. In his Promiſes,” In hope of 
nal life, which God that cannot lie hath prone, 
It:1.2. God's People are children thatwill not tie, 
| _. 63. $8. -but God is a God that cannot lie he 
Wil not deceive the faith of his People 3 Pays 
| £ cannot ; He is called the Truth ; he can as well - 
; to be God,. as ceaſe to be tink The .Lord 
y ſometimes change his Promiſe, (as when he 
2 F converts 
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IT; Gnrars a 74 ouaney Promife into.a OI: 
©. he canmever break his Promiſe; © -. 3 
| $5. He is a compaſſionate - Friend, Heneedl | 
'-- » Seripture we read of ebs earnings of his bowely 
 _ Jer 31. 20.- God's Friendfhip is nothing elſe buff 
- Compaſſion ; for there'is naturally no 4ffef:0 inf 
ns todefire his Friendſhip, nor no Gvyodkeſs in wil 
-- todeſerve it; the load:Rone is in himſelf. Whe 
«4 eſerc tim of Blood, he was full ef, Bowels 3 when 
"—_ ere Enemies, he ſent an Embaſſage of Peace 
our Hearts were turned back from God, | 
Heare: was turned towards us. O the Tendernel 
and Sympathy: of our Friend in Heaven! We' ot 
-- ſelves have ſome; Relentings of Heart to thok ; 
- Which are in Miſery ; but it is God who beget 
All the Mercies and Bowels that are in ns, the ore * 
© he is call d ebe Father of Mereies,” 2 Cor. 1-g.. 
) .'6. He is a conſtant Friend. His com Pad ' 
pot, Lam. 3. 22, Friends do often in Adveriil : 
trop off as leaves in Autumn. Amici circa Sat 
-—\  ginemns Plutarch ſaith; theſe are rather Flatterd 
> thanFriends. © Foab was "fok a time faithful to Kii 
+ David's houſe, he went not after 4bſalom's T 
:ſon; but within a while proved falſe te the-Crow 
_ and wentafter the Treaſon of Adonijahyz 1 King 
+7. God's a Friend for ever. . Having lovedh 
” -* own, he loved them to the end, Joh. 13. 1. Wi 
thoogh 1am deſpiſed ? yet God loves me: Wh 
thongh my Friends 'caft me off? yet God loy 
me : He loves .to.the End , and there is-no Endi 
that Love. þ 
This methinks, in-caſe of Diſcourteſi es and 1 l 
kindneſs is enough to charm down Diſce 
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| The Fifth Apology anſwered. 


T The next Apology is3 1 am under great Re-- © 
"" Foaches. Let not. this diſcontent; For, . 
_ JF 4: It is a Sign there. is ſome Good in; thee 3” 
"MY Rd mali fect ? ſaith Socrates, What Evil have 1 
= done, that this, bad ' Man commends me'?. The 
- Y 4Pptauſe of the Wicked uſually denotes.ſome_E- 
= vil, and their Cenſure imports fome Good,  P/ah. 
39. 20. David wept and faſted, and that. was 
pl Farned to bis Reproach, Pſa}. 69410. As wemulſt' 
0 pals to Heaven through the Pzkes of Suffering, 6 
* -Mrovgh the Clouds of Reproach. YES 
£2. If your Reproach be for Go1,. as D1v:id's was, 
pr thy ſake I have born reproach, Plal. 69,7. 
en it is rather Matter of Tr:7p- than Dejetion : 
wit doth not ſay, when you are reproacted, be. 
Yeontented { but rejoyce, Mat. 5.12. Wear your 
tproach asa Diadem of Honour, for now 4 S7*- 
Woof glory. refts upon you, 1 Pet. 4- +4, Put 
bur Keproaches into the Inventory of your Riches, - 
Ldid Moſes, Heb. 11. 26, It ſhould be a Chri- 
Man's Abition to wear his Saviour's Livery though 
tbe ſprinkled with Blood, and fullied with Dit- 
ace. 
God will Yo us Good by Reproach 3 as D4> * 
We faid .of Shimes his Curſing , It may be the 
wrd- will-requite good for his Curſing this Days 
P 0.16.12.” This puts us upon-ſearching-out 
ſg. A Child of God labours'to read his Sin- 1n- 
fy Stone of Reproach that is caft at him z-be- 
6, now we have an Oppgftunity to exerciſe Pa- 
ve and Humility, . © F-2 4 Jeſus - - 
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Ai torts. 


4. Jeſus Chrift was content tobe reproact ' 


for us ; . He deſfuſed the ſhamegof the Croſs, Haſh" 6, 


11,2, It may amaze us to think that he who w 


| God, could endure to be ſpit upon, to be crowng 3 
with Thorns, in 4 kind.of Feer 5 and when WThe 


. was ready to bow his Head upon the Croſs, to hav 


the Jews in. ſcorn wg their Head, and ſay, He ſo 
e 


ved others, himſelf be cannot ſave, The ſ/am 


of the Croſs was as much as the blood of - thelf 
Croſs: His Name was crucified before his Boayfby 
The ſharp Arrows of Reproach that the World dilffie 


ſhoot at Chiift, went deeper into his Heart that 
. the Spear; His Suffering was ſo . ignominious 


that, as if the Sun did bluſh to behold, it witli 


drew its bright Beams, and maſqued it ſelf with 
Cloud; { and well it might, when' the Sun 
Righteoulne(s was 'in an Eclipſe ; ) all this Cows 


tumely. and Reproach did the God 'of Glory «lt 


dure, or rather deſpiſe for us. Oh then, let us] 


content 'to have our Names eclipfed for Chriftiſ 


let not Reproach lie at our Heart, but let us bi 


itasa Crown about our Head. Alas, what'is RE fi 
> , 2 F 


proach? | this is but /-:a/l ſhot, how will Me 
ftand in the Mouth of the Cannon ? thoſe wh 
are diſcontented at a Reproach, will be offende 
at a Faggot. Wed. WIT : 
$. Is not many a Man contented to ſuffer Re 
proach for maintaining his Luſt? and ſhall ne 
 - we for maintaining the Truth? Some glory # 
that: which is their ſhame, Phil. 3.19. and i 
we be aſhamed of that which is our Glory ?. Þ 
not troubled -at theſe petty things: He who 
. Heart is once divinely touched with the Loadſtay 
” of God's Spirit, doth account it his honour 1 
| bedifhonoured for Chriſt, 48; 15. 4. and doth! 
B NINDE the Worlds Cenſure, as he doth the 
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06, We live in an Age, wherein men dare te- 
proach God himſelf. - The Divinzey of the Son of + 
BGod is blaſptremouſly reproached by the Socinian ; 
The bleſſed Bzb/- is reproached by the Antiſerip- 
) hawfauriſt, as ifit were but a /egend of /zes ; and every 
He ſa mans faith a fable'z The Fuſtics of God is called 
ſhansto'the bar of. Reaſon by the Arminian ; The Wi/-: 
f - the dom: of (30d in_his providential aCtings , is taxed 
Boglby the Atheiſt; The Ordinances of God are: de- 
1d dilficried by-the Famzlit , as being too heavy a bur- 
thadffden for a free-born conſcience; - and too low and- 
niougYearnal for a ſublime Seraphique ſpirit : The Ways 
with6f God which have the Majeſty of holineſs: ſhining 
vith a in"them , are calumniated by-the :Profane; The 
un off months of men are open againſt God, as if he: were 
Conan bard Maſter , and the path of 'Religion to0 
y «arict and ſevere; If men cannot give God a good 
us bord , ſhall we be diſcontented or tronbled-, that 
rifkihey ſpeak hardly of us 2 ſuchas labonr to bury the 
vindgory -of Religion , ſhall we wonder: that their 
$ Refhroats'are oper ſepuiebres, Rom. 3. 31: to bury 
agvur-good name? Oh let us be contented wilfle we ©: 
while in Gods ſcouring houſe, to have our namesſul- - 
ndethed a little 3 the blacker we ſeem to he here, the 
Wetter ſhall we thine When God hath ſet'us upon 
 ReSitic celeſtial ſhelt. 
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EThe [Sixth Apology-thit Dif-ontent makes, is © 
lpect in the wort, IT haye not_ that eſteem 

em men 23 is ſuitable tomy quality ava graces. ©, 

md doth this trouble 2 Confider,- be” 
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\ 3.. The world is an unequal Judge 3 as it is fullfl4- 

| of change, ſo of partiality. The world gives hero ! 

Reſpefts , as ſhe doth her Places of Prefermentgilowe 

more by favour often, than deſert. Haft thou the#h 

ground of real worth in thee ? ' that is beſt worth ſs 

- 1s in hin! that hath it ; H6nour js in him that gevegPout 

it 2 better deſervereſpe&t, and not have it ; thagf: 

have it, and not deſerve it. | 

2, Haft thou grace? God refpects thee, and his} 

judgment is beft worth prizing. A believer is af 

perſon-of honour , being born of God. Since thou | 

waſt precious in 9;ne eys , thou-haſt been bonoura- | war 

ble, and I have loved thee . lia. 43. 4. Let the world | Þp t 

think what they will-of you , perhaps in their eys | ther 

you are a caſt away,' in Guds eys a Dove , Cant, 2, þ bnc 

I.4. a Spouſe, Cant, 5.1. a F-wel, Mal. 3.17. others | face 

account you the -dregs and off-ſcouring of thei 
world, 1 Cor. 4. 14. but God will give whole kings 
dem for your ranſom; a 43. 5. Let this colt 

- tent, no matter with whatoblique eys I am looked F*** 
 - upon in the world , if I am refus. in curia , God 

' -- thinks well of me. 'Tis better that God approve;Þ** - 
» thanman applaud. The world may put us in then 

EE -Rabrickh, and God put us:in his Blackebook, What 

-” 1s aman the better that his fellow-priſoners conjlfut 
-, mend him, if his Judge condemn him ?.. Oh lk 

” bour to keep in-with God, prize his love: let my 

- fellow-ſubjects frown , I am contented being a fanPu 

" Vourite of the King of heaven. . 2 

3. If we are the chitdren of God, we muſt lodl 

for diſreſpect ; a believer is in the world, but ng 

>. Of the world :. we are here in a pilgrim conditig 
=>, out of our own-Countrey, -therefdre muſt notlot 
-* for-the reſpects and acclamations of the: woull 
- it is ſafficient that we ſhall have honour in our'gf 
+ -.Countrey, Heb, 13. 14; 'Tis dangerous to be 
# + Worlds favourite, - _ 
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$ ful ” gary "ian from fiteped, rows 
s heeSwo much of pride; an- humble Chriſtian hath a 
zenighiwer opinion of himſelf than others can have of 
| He that is taken up about the thoughts of 
is fins, and how he hath provoked God, he' cries: * 
| out is Agur, I am more brutiſh than any man;Prov. 
30. 2. and thereforeis contented , though-he be ſet 
| among the Dogs of the flock, , Job 30.1. Though he 
is | below in the thoughts of others, yet he is thank- 
; ful, that he is not laid #2 the loweſt hell; Pſal.86.13. 
Aproud man ſets an high value apon hiniſelf, and 
bangry with others, becauſe they will not come 
Þp to his price. Take heed of pride ; -O had 0- 
thers a window to look into thy "preft ( as Crates 
. | vice expreſſed it) or did thy heart ſtand where thy 
= doth, thou would'ft wonder to have ſomuch 


SE CT. VI. 
The Seventh Apology anſwered. 


+ The next Apology is, I meet with very great 
rings for the trath 3 Conſider - 


bt. Your ſuffermgs are not ſo great as your hd. 
it theſe two in the balance, and ſee which wejghs 
eavieſt, whire ſin lies heavy , ſufferings lie light. 
Ccarnal ſpirit wakes more of his ſufferings , and 
Gs of his fins ; he looks upon 'one at the great' 
nd of the Perſpective, but upon the other at the 
bo ittle end of the Peripective. The carnal heart 
s out, Take away the Frogs , but a gracious *-; 
eartTries, Take away the zn:qu ty, 2 Sam. 24.106. >: 
& one £6, never 97 one 6a as wa have | 
oo, one + : pl 
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E done 2 but the other ſaith . never any. one-ſinned | 3 
© as Thavedone, Mzcc.7. 9. ' 


1/2. Art thou under ſufferings ?. thou haſt an op- 
* *portunity to ſhew the valour_ and conſtancy of thy: 
wind ; ſome of Gods ſaints would have account- 
ec it a great favour to have been honoured with 
martyrdom. One ſaid, Lamin priſon tz! I amin 
priſon , thou counteſt that a tronble, which others 
would have worn as an Enfign of their glory. 


.3- Even thoſe who have gone only apon Maral T 
Principles, have ſhewn much Conſtancy and Cons, I ys 
-tentment in their Safferings. Crrtins being brave: Þ 4, 
ly monnted, and in Armour , threw himſelf. into 

- a great galf, that the City of Reme might accord- 

" ing to the Oracle be delivered from the Peſtilencez; 
and we having a Divine Oracle , that they who kills, 
the body cannot hurt the ſou! , ſhall we not with 

- much Confſtancy and Patience devote our ſelves to. 

-- Tnjaries for (Religion , and rather ſuffer fo» then? _=_ 
. truth, than'the truth ſuffer by ns ? The Deer a Bagh. 

 mong the Romans, vowed themſelves to death,»#gg. 

that their legions and fouldiers might .be crown-Þ t 


1 


ed with the honour of the victory; O what ſhould 
| we be content to ſuffer, to make the Truth viola... 
* rious!. Regulus having ſworn that he would return 
. to Carthage (though he knew there was a furnaces, 
- heating for him thece ) yet not daring to infringes > 2. 

his oath , he (1d adventure to go 3 we then who! 
are Chriſtians, having made a vow to Chriſt il 
+ Baptiſin, and fo oft renewed it in the ble{ſ:d Sacr 
ment , {ſhould with much © contentation -rathek 
-. chaſe to ſiiffer, then violate our ſacred oath... Thus 
Eathe bleſſed Martyrs, with what courage and cheary 
Etaipcls did they yicld-up their fouls to -God ? _ ant 
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=. Sher the fire. was fet to their bodies, yet their _ 
Tbirits were, not at all fired with paffion or diſcon- 
-Fifent. Though others hurt the body, let them not 
'F the 927d through diſcontent 3 ſhew by your he- 
roick courage that you are above thoſe troubles 
I which you cannot be without, | 


ain |. © '$-R:C*B... WILL | 
The Eighth Apology anſwered. 


ral' I The next Apology is, The. proſperity of the 
one } wicked. 

Anſw. 1 confeſs *tis ſo often , that the evil enjoy 
all the good, and the good endure all the evil, Da- 
38d, though a good man, ſtumbled at this, and had 
"Jike to have fallen, P/al. 73. 2. well, be contented, 
wr remember, 
$$ Theſe are not the only things , nor the beſt” 
"Wings , they are mercies without the pale ;. theſe 
*F#e but acorns with which God feeds {wane 5 you 
"I vbc _ oe » hayemore cholc os the 
—pvove.the Pomegranate, the fruit which grows on 
5 q Ftrue Vine Jeſus Chriſt ; others have the fatofthe 
;. Ferth , you have the dew of heaven; they have a 

_outh-land , you have thoſe ſprings of wy water 

*Imbich are clarified with Chrifts blood , and indul- 

Ferated with his love. 

"S*23= 2. To ſee the wicked flouriſh , is matter rather . - 
"73710 than envy ;*tis all the heaven they muſt have. # 
99 co 504 rich men , for you have reccived your con-- 

Won , Luk.6.24. Hence it was that David made 
his folema prayer ,: Deliver me from the wicked, 
m menof the world, which have their portion.4n 
u hfe, and whoſe belly thou filleſt with thy bid 
Ras _brea= | 
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- preaſure , 'Pſal. 14.17, The-words (me thinks) arg f H 
-. Davids Letany, from men of the world , which{8% 
have their portion in this life, Good Lord deliver mefi 

When the wicked have eatenof their dainty diſhaſ; 7: 
there comes in a fad reckoning which will ſpoil allg8$& 
The-world is fiſt muſical}, and then tragrcal : WRE'o 
you would havea man fry and blaze in hell, 'let him whe! 
have enough of the fat + the ezrth.  O remembayj*®P 
for every ſand of mercy that runs ont to the wick- deftr 
ed , God puts a drop of wrath into -his Vial the t 
Therefore as that ſouldier ſaid to his fellow , Do 
you envy me my grapes ? they coft me dear, I mult Ire. 
die for them. So fay, Do you envy the wicked 297 
alas, their proſperity is1ike Hamans banquet before Brb/ 
execution. If a man were to be hanged , would | $7 
* - One enyy to ſee him walk to the gallows through iT, 
- -, pleaſant fields and fine galleries , or to ſee himgaſſe,* 
np the ladder in cloth of gold ? The wicked maj * 
Y & 5.5 in theirbcavery a while; but, when thy th 
® frourſÞ as the praſs, it 18; that they ſhall be deſire ®© 
A  e4 for ever, Pal. 92: 7, © This proud graſs ſhin 
© Foo mowed down. Whatever a finner enjoys, WIT 
+ Xhath-a curſe with it , Ml. 2. 2. and ſhall we endj2»* 
E-Fy? What if poiſoned bread be given to dogs I 
#* The long furrows inthe backs of the gadly, haveanrel 
©:  Jeed of bleſſing in them 3 when the table of than 
-- Wicked 'becomes a ſnare, and their honour then a 


SECT. IX. 
The Ninth. Apology. anſwered. 


+ © 9: The next Apology that Diſcontent makes 
- _Itfelf; is che evils of the times. The timesaref 
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3) ad Herefie and -Impiety , and this is that whi 
"© - 48ttoubles me. This Apology conſiſts of two bran- 
y he to which I ſhall anſwer in /pecre3' and 
| 1. The times are full of Herefie. This is in- 
[deed ſad , when the-Devil cannot by violence de- 
|» roy the Church , he endeavours to poiſon it ;' 
t hin when he cannot with Sam/ons Fox-tails ſet the 
.mber $4077 on fire , then he ſows tares 3 as he labours to 
wicks deſtroy the peace of the-Church by Diviſion, fo 
Viat the truth of it by Errour; we-may cry out with 
feneca , Vere vivumus in temporum fecibus , we 
my#{re in times wherein there is a fluce open to all 
ked {novel Opinions , and every mans Opsnzor is his 
cofors | Bible. Well , this may make us mourh , but let 
zonld {8 not murmur through Diſeontent : Conſider, 
ough}/' 7+ Errour makesa diſcovery of men, 5h hee 
mood..1- Bad men; Errour diſcovers ſuch as are taint- 
Sd and corcupt. When the Leprofie. brake forth 
an the forehead , then was the. Leper diſcovered. 
7rgrour is a ſpiritual Baſtard ; the Devil is the fa- 
1,er , and P:ide-the mother ; you never knew. af 
.. I Eroneous man , but he was a proud man? . now, it - 
"SF igood that ſuch men ſhould be laid-open, to the 


tl Jatent , firſt, that Gods righteous judgments apoy - 
-veghthem may be adored, 2 Theſ). 2. 12. Secondly, that - 
c theSthers who are free, be not infected. If a man hath 
mars | heplague, it is well it breaks forth z for my part 


"IT would avoid an Heretick , as I would avoid the 
Devil, for he is ſent on his efrand. [I appeal to 
ou, if thece were a Tavern in this City, where 
Fander a pretence of ſelling wine , many hogſheads 
J af poiſon were to be fold, were it not well that os» 

ers ſhould know of it, that they might not bay? 

is good that thoſe who have poiſoned Opinions 

F Id be known, that the people of 'God may not 

ame near cither the ſcent or taſte of that poiſon. 
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"2. Errour is a Tpuch-ftone to diſcover good menti# 
* . It tries the gold , There muſt-be Herefies , th bor” 
which are approved, may bt made manifeſt ; 1 Conf" 
17.11. Thus onrloveto Chrift and zeal for trullift® 
doth appear. God ſhews who:are the living fiſh 
viz. ſuch as ſwim againft the ſtream 3 who are thf®® 
found ſheep, v7. ſuch as feed in the green paſturgſ®® 
of the Ordinances , who are the Doves, v:z, ſudl;,7 
a$live in the beft aire, where the Spirit breath," 
God ſets a Garland of honour upon theſe, Theſe awf** 
- _ they which came out of great tribulation, Rev.q 14 %L 
- $0, theſe are hey that have oppoſed the Erroarsdll% T 
the times, theſe are they that have preſerved th 
Virginity of their Conſcience ; who have kept ther; #: 
judgment ſound, ant their heart ſoft, God wil the ) 
have a Trophy of Honour ſet upon ſome of tighi*** 
Saints, they ſhall be renowned for their finceit® 
' ty, beiog like. the Cypreſs , que viridiratem int 
eme non amittit; which keeps its greenneſs 
freſhnels 11 the Winter-ſeaſon, 7 
2. Be not” finfnlly difcontented', for God & 
make the errourt of the Church adyantageow ly 
Truth.” Thus the Truths'of God havk come Iv 
be more beaten out and confirmed ; as it is in Lat 
one man laying a falſe title to a piece of land, the© 
true titlehath by this means been the moreſearch$91< 
ed into and ratified; ſome had never fo ſtudied: < 
defend the Truth Þy Scripture , if others had ntl 
* endeavoured to overthrow it by Sophiſtry : alllt 
miſts and fogsof Errour that have rifen out of 
bottomleſs pit , have made the glorious Sun} 
Trutb,to ſhine ſo much the brighter. Had 
Arius and Sabel/ius- broached their ' damn 
Errours , the trifth'of thoſe. queſtions ab 
the bleſſed Trinity had never been fo diſcufſe{/l 
defended by Athanafirs, Auguſtine ,- and othe 


” 


{ not. the Devil brought in.fo. much "of his © 
mcely Darkne/7, the,Champions for Trath had 
wer run lo faſt to Scripture tolight their Lanips. 

pthat God who hath a TFheet within' a Wheel, © 
eaver-rules theſe things wiſely, and turns them to 
he beft. Truth is "an heavenly Plant that ' ſet- 
wt tles by ſhaking: "I N 

al. 3- Go raiſeth the Price of his Truth the more z 

"the yery Stireds and” Filings of Truth are Venera- 
tle. . When there is much'counterteit Metal abroad, 
14.14 g prize the true. Gold the more? "the Pure Wine 
1" If Trath is never more precions than when un- 
ound Doctrines are broached and vented. 

*4. Errour niakes tis more thankful to God for 
za Jewel of Truth.. When you fee another in- 
lected with the Plague, bow. thankful are- you 
hat God hath freed 'you from; the Infe@tion ? _ 

Shen we (ce others have the Leprofie in the Head, 

W thankful are we to Gad thathe hath not given 
dryer to believe a Lie, andfo be damifie@? It is 
wed Uſe that may be made even of the Ertour 
the Times, when it makes us more humble and 
mewankful, adoring thefree Grace of God who hath 
kept us from Drinking of that deadly Poiſon. © 
"8-2. The ſecond Branch of the Apology that Diſ- 
conterit makes, is the Þp:ety of the Times, | I live 
C ' converſe among the Profme, ' O that T had 
nor Tihe a Dove, that I might fly away and be 
eſt? Pfal. 55.6. Anſe. It is indeed fad to be 
wed with the Wicked ; David beheld the tranſ= 
ors and was grieved, Plal. 110. 58. and Lot 
tho was a bright Star in a dark Night )' was 
ed, or as the Word in the Original may bear, 
uried out, with the unclean converſation of the 
hed, 2 Pet. 2. 7. he made the Sins of Sodom 
ear to pierce Ins own _ we ought (if wh" | 
C- 3 'Y 
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Sat fomne Reaſons: thr 
I. The. Lord makes the Wicked an .Hedget 
the Godly z - the wiſe God often m 


0 and peaceable, a Means! k Ic 


e from thoſe who .are &@ 


of Babylon kept Feremy, mil: 
-Yave Here: r for his looking ts, that be dilfftly « 
| rant wothings er-39- 11, 12. God ſometime 


-makes brazen Sinners to be brazen Walls to! 
fend bis P 


fline and mingle the Wick al Ir 
| Godly, that the Godly may be a Meanellifhnot 
Gare the Wicked ſuch is the Beauty of Hi 


3 OE nw og Force in it to Tan 
4 the Wicked. Sometimes Gol 


gd 16. The Godly Ben the W 


ve won them to the Embracing of þ igiat 
were not fome Godly among the \ 
1. in a probable Way, without ! Miracle, 
We.imagine that the Wicked ſhould Be converk 
| who ace now ſhining Saints in. 
| es ſexved divers Lufts, Tit. 2 'k . 
-«@nce a Perſecutor; Auguſtine once a  Magict 
| atber once a. Monk 3 -but'by the ſevere and bb 
6 "Carriage 'of the Godly, WEre copvgrted wy 


os by their prudent Advice and pious Exany 
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- \be any Spark of fivine Love wg lobevay i 1” 
4 rp 7- ger the any E oder and to have het fu 
Y et let-ns not break forth in mr” 
ent, knowing that God in kt* 
eee hath pero = ſurely not withJ; 
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ie 2 SECT. X. 


TIT 
v7 
| in hþ 


t with 4 The Tenth Apology anſwered. 


edge The next Apology that Diſcontent makes, -is-' + | 


N s of parts and gifts. 

ay FIcannot, ith the Chriſtian, diſcourſe with that 
By fvency, nor pray with that eJegancy as others, 

”, ay” nſw. 1. Grace is beyond gifts 5;Thou compareſt 

he di tl grace With anotiers vifes 5.” there | is a vaſt dif- 


etime al ference ; Grace without gifts'is infinitely better 
to Withan gifts without grace z in Religion , the vitals- 
beſt; Gifts-are a more-extrinſecal- and com» 
Vicke © þ vo » work of* the Spirit , which is incident to re- 
cans bates 3 grace is a-more diftingu ſhing work;and* 
Jewel Long only upon the- Elec: | Haft thou * 
the holy anoznting ? be. t, 
AK axle Thoncanft not: iſe fe with- 
Meg E 7 eothenk, "Re beyond N 
v. Ex F ion are Q= 
| and Impreſſions beyond Expreffions.. Judas - 
donde. \could make a learned Diſcourſe' of 
butwell fare the woman in the Goſpel,that-- 
kyertue coming out ofhim,, Euk. 8.47. A fan- 
| heart is better than a flyer tougue- There - 
- much difference between gifts and grabe' as - | 
meen- a Tulip painted on the Wall , and :one - 
ing, inthe Garden. 
pug: url Thou canſt not-prap-with-that-- 
ancy as others 6 
* Anſo. Prayer i isa matter more of the beart than * © 
| Nved. In prayer it is not ſo- mach flutncy pre- -« 
as ferpency ; Jam. 5. 16. noria God fomuch + | 
A os ſpeocb,. © _ 1 
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of the Spirit. Humility is,better then volubili 
here the mourner is the orator , fighs and gras 
"are the beft Rhetorick, | or 
2. Be not diſcontented ; For, God-doth vſug 
proportion. a mans parts to the place where WF” 
calls him : Some are et in an higher ſphere and... . 
Etion, their place requires more patts and. ail 82 
ties ; bat" the moſt inferrour member is uſeful; 
Its-ptace, and ſhall have a power: delegated forth 


diſcharge of its pectiliar Office, J oo 
his 


8 CT. XI. | T 
3H {| 
The Eleventh Apology anſwered, ak 


. The next Apology is, The troubles of the Chimngh "oy 
» abs my Fee Oe is not ſo my | 
for my fell, as the publick. The Church of @ 
' ſuffers. - E-4 F "Bk & 
._ Anfiv.'1 confeſs it js fad, and we oughtifort 
to bayg our barps npon'the"willws , Plal. "137 
}  ' "18 a: wooden leg. in Chriſts body, that is not. (eſt 
=  bleof theftate of the body. As a Chriſtian gi 
- "not be proud fiefh, fo neither dead - Wheti: 
* <Churclof God fuffers, he muſt ſympathize 3] 
;  Fevy wept for tbe Virgin daughter of Zion, 3 
+ mult fee! onrcbrethrens hard cords throngh'© 
© - -ſoft beds ; in Mnfick,if one ftring be touched, 
} © the ret ſound ; -when God ftrikes pon our bi 
+  thren, our bewels-muſt ſound as an Harp ,:1{a.'Þ 
 -1Ebeſenfible, but do not give way to diſcontel 
I f es ” the fork of w Church , Pſal:4 
3" Yi tines it is as a ſhip toſſed apon the wal 
' © thou afficfied and toſſed "Ih 54- 12, but c 
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Tx vecg ropes Goh ever ck ; 
wm upon the Sea ? The ſhi In | 
, becauſe ſou wavin it ; ot It wadnf aver. 

h pimed » . becauſe Chriſt was im it. © Clrift 

I in the © Ship of - his Charch , fear not fink- 

; lg; The Churches Anchor is caft in Heaven. 

> d ' Wa we think God loves his-Church ,: and-takes 

Fu mach care"of it azwe can? The names of the 

Ivete Tribes were on AaroW'y breft , ing 
'Fhow near to Gods heart his people are z , -are 
I his portion, Deut. 32: 9, andfball that be loft ? 
Wo gley If. 46.13- 74d hall that bo ntty ecip- 

R No certainly. Got cari deliver Nis: Church, 

| ot only from, but by oppofition;z the Churdliee- - 

| $ ſhalt help forward her deliverance, 


/ fg 
ah 2. Gol bath always propagaret by- 
"= 3." The fonndath wet arch od =; 
| Bis bood , . #ad theſe ſmguine ſhowtes have &vet - 
Ide it more fruitfak Cai put the Knife to: 4+ - 
x throat , and eyerfince ; the Churches veins 
ke bled ; but ſhe is like theFine,whielt s 
& grows; and like the 


re this Motto, Porcnfſa r 
Haid wpotyvie, the higher if rifeth, 


or s, hath much added both to the grout 
bon and the Crows. Baſil and e's obſerve - 
the Primitive Martyrs , that divers of the Hez-- © 
ns ſeeing their zeal and conftancy; Chef» v 
-Religion is that- Phenix which hath 
ired and flonciſh«d 37 the afhes of Koly ſhot. 
b fawen aſunder , Peter crucified at Feraſalem 
thiliis bead downwards; Cyprian Biſhop of Care .. 
= ;. Po:ycarp of Smprna, both martyr'd for RE-* 3 
>. yet evermore the Truth hath been /eatet .- 
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Julian yy po to perſecute., , nonex c 
"ſed invidis., not out of pity , but envy ; be 
the Church grew fo faft, and multiplied , as N 
ow well obſerves, 


SECT. xt. 
"The Twelfth Apology anſwered. 


The Twelfth Adology that Diſcontent maka}}} 
for-it ſelf, is this: Tt is not my treuble that trou-ſ - 
les me, bat it is my ſins that do diſquiet and dif} 
content. 

Anſw. Be ſure it be ſo; do not prevaricate with}. 
God-and thy own-ſoul: 'in trae. mourning for fi 
when the preſent ſuffering is removed , [yet theſo 
row is not removed ; but ſuppoſe the Apology 


' zeal, and f#n2 is the grognd of your diſcontent; 


I anvyer , a mans difquietabout (in, ma be 6 
3ts bounds:in theſe three Caſes. , 


| j I. Wh it is diſheartening, that is, when it @ 


mercy. If I/rae! had anly pored-uf * 


ing » and not looked up.to- the bs Ip 
af. | Um 


Eee Bore + they had never been healed. 
Fa 


Gn which drives us away from God gi 
without fin , for there is more deſpair 


3H than xſe : The ſoul hath ſo many tears in | 
"£yS 4. atiit cannot. fee Chriſt. Sorrow as forn 


doth not ſave (that were to make a Chriſt of. « 
rue) but is nſefal as it is preparatory in the ſoul 
of 54 nn and Chriſt precious. Oh look 
azen Serpent , the Lord Jeſus ; afigh 


Will rggve, the medicine of his mers | ; 
|! broader they our fore, | i: 76 
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i Itis Satans policy, either to keep us from ſeeing 
canour fins, or if we will needs ſee them, that wemay 
; Nx *e ſwallowsd up of ſorrow , 2 Cor. 27. either he 
would /upific us, or affright tn ; either keep the 
glaſs of the. Law from our eys, orelſe penfil oat 
our fins in ſuch Crimſon. colours, that we may fink 
in the quick ſands-of Deſpair. 

2. When ſorrow is #ndiſpoſing , it untunes the 
heart for prayer, meditation, holy conference z it 
cloifters up the ſoul. This 1s not ſorrow , -but ra-' 
makg}} ther ſallenneſs, and doth render a.man not fo much 
t tron} Penerential, as Cinical 
nd dif” - 3. When it is owe of ſeaſon , God bidynirejhee, 

and we bang our harps upon the willow: ; ; hebidsus ; 

e with} #rut,and we caſt our'ſelyes down, and are brought ++ 

or fi {+ even to the margin of Deſpair. * If Satan carinot” 
ie fob-Y.- p keep ns from mourning, he will be ſure to put us 

” oþon-it when it is 4n ſeaſon... * Is | 

: When God-calls ns in a ſpecial manner to be |; 

it Mankful for mercy, 'and put on qur white robes , 

| y then Satan will be pattiig us iro” mourning , and * | 

«inſtead of a garment of proj 'cloath us' with a. . 
d pt}; T rit of heavineſs ; ſo eh bv trthe acknowledg.. 
bra + n t ofa mercy, and'we' Tet 

17's 2&8 thy forrow 'hath tuned ayd Ate” thee for 4 
jos | __ , if it hath raiſed m ther 3) prizings og 
in, 3 ſrrong hingerings after biftf;” fweet deligtr 
Ws him; ; this is'as rich 4s'Golt'f > - and. © 
Olriſtian doth 'butMn*t6"'vexetanlt't ture tt. - 
br further upon the wrack of his own. Diſeon- 


8 Pp thus 7 hope 1 have anſwered: the moſt ma-. 
” terial O5jeions and Apologies Which" this.fin, &, 

3 Diſcontent doth - m_ for it felt. 1 ſee no rea 

£ Chriſtian ſhoult be dill is Behav 
iſcontent. 'Letmie in the Kicopropint 
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” fomethiog which may be both a adore 
5 Beyond to Contentation, 


CHAP. XL 
Dzvine Motives to Contentment. 


.Ndfol proceed tothe Arguments or Motives 
that may quicken to'Contentment. 


SECT. 1. 


+ " The Fi Argument tc Contemtation, hy. 


YL 4 Confider the excelleneyCit. Contentment! | 
© is a flower that doth not grow in eyery: gardens 
t teacheth a -pmaieryn ck the.midſt of want to *|x 

ou. would think it were excellent , 
| pres a Reecit or Antidote againſt Po- / 
Iz ty 3 but behold, here is that which, is more exs/ + 
it, for. a man to want, and. yet have enoughy. 


4 alone. tment. of ſpirit brings. Contews - 

vi | - al our troubles z 2 on 
= it. is the Cure of Ca 

—_— ation t it be not properly a Grace (j y 
Longer agen of Ci af as init they Op- j 

ne, All the C Gita « tis po preciy / 

To is made up of Paith, Patiy. 

wility , &c. which are the ig | 


_ green 


Fyedients putints it. . Now-there are #n.ſpccte theſe ' 
Jivenrare excellencies in Contentment: - {411-7 
->1. . A-Contented-Qhrifſtian carries heaven about ' 
tm; For what is Heaven but that (weet repoſe 
Land full contentment. that..the-. ſoul ſhall have in 
= ? . in Contentment 'thete-.is 'the firſt. fruits of 
| en. rr gf TWED &*. $8 
There are two things in a' contented ſpiritwhich, 
makes it like Heaven. RL c: A OSe+ 
. I. God is there; Someching of God is to'be ſeen- 
in that heart. A Diſcontented Chriſtian is like a 
, robgh tempeftuous fea z when (the water is rqugh, 
ive | you can-ſee.nothing there z | but when'it'is ſmooth 
and ſerene, then vou may behold your face: in the + 
water, Prov. 27:19. - When the-heart'rageth. tho- 
| row Diſcontent , it is like a/rouglt-Sea 3 | you.” can 
þ ſe nothing there , unleſs. paſſion and murmuring: 
: is nothing of God; nothing of heaven in-that 
' { [eart; but by vertue of 'Contentment, "tis Uke the 
when it is ſmooth and calm 3 there 194 ace - 
{ning there , you: may ſee ſomethinig of Gbrift in- © > 
.- | Sat heart, a repreſentation of all the graces. | +} 
a 2 Reftiin there. O what 2 Sabbath-is keptin'@ + 
” | contented heart / What an-Heaven'{- 470 1P 


— — 
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A. 


. 


- KEE. . | a 
o- | Chriftian'is like Noab in the Ark though \Ark ©: 
be We toſſe& with waves, Noab could. a 
i, {inthe Ark. The ſoul that is gotten into the: Arg * 


g 


4 {Af Contentment , fitsquiet , and ils above all the } 
Mares of tronble; he can fing in this ſpiritual Arkg 


T 


2 the wheels of the Chariot move,. but the azle-troe b 
(if Srs. not; the circumference of the Heavens i8.CaC+ .. 
a. fd abqut the Earth , but the Earth mo A 
re {vt of i#ts own centre. When we meet-with.mo+",.. 
+ ion and change in the creatures round about us, A. 3 
5, {contented ſpirit- is not Rirred or moved; out of its -- 
”_ = re. ' The fails of a mill move with the oo Fn 


53+, ul 
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but the mill Tar int ns pag operons, 
Contentment- : When oar outward eftate movg 
with the wind of providence, yet the heart ise 
fled: through holy Cententment ; when othersa 
like quick-filyer and trembling throk 6 |; Tho 
_—_ the contented, irit. can fay as Dawud, Q#% 
y heart «s fixed, my heart 1: fixed Pla (% 
$7.7: what is this-but,2; piece of heaven ? a 
2. Whatever is defetivein the creature, is mat 
up: in: Cantertment, A Chriftian may want 'the 
comforts that others have , the land and poſſe 
ons; ;but God hath diftlled into his heart that 
Contentment: which! is far: better : In this feos 
that:is-trucof qur Saviour ,. He ſhall have in this 
bf an: hundred fald 5 Mat. 19; 29. Perhaps he 
'_ thatventyred al for Chriſt, never hath his fu houſe 
or land again; I , but God' gives him a contemed $ Pie 
Jprie'; and: this breeds ſuch joy in the ſont, $ if $ P35) 
F infigitely' ſweeter than alb his houſes and. tar Bo! 
_—_ e left: for Chriſt, -It was 6d with Dau 
"wy : of: his outward; comforts-;. he being ds 
—_ ifoaba) from his ens yet in-ro 
E | ab 'Yiat- {weet contentment- he-found in God, | "ol 
$ more comfort then men uſe tahave in time | Þ 
. of harveſt and vintage; Pal 4. 7, 'One'r "| 
. © 
ni 


+ hath houſe and lands to live upon, ac ath } * 

” nothing ; only aſmall trade; yet even that 

b In» Brelibood. & Chriſtian may have ttl'in 

.- world; but he drives the trade of Contentr 

- and fo he knows as well how to 19477, as t0.4 
- Othe rare ar: or rather miracle of Conten 

> Wicked men are often difquieted in the enjoynie | 
” Earl har the contented Chriſtian is well in v ” 


| -Buthow comes 2 Chriſti:n-to be content oh 
T1 I the deficiency of outward comforts ? ; 


an of nſw. A Chriltian finds Contentment diftilied 
| of the breſts of the Promiſes. He is poor in 
re , but rich in Promiſe. There is one proniiſe 
ro {ings much ſweet contentment into the font; 
robot iher at [eek the Lord ſhall nos want any 
«, ofthis ; Pal. 34. 10. yr gs bang y], es 
Pai for-ws, we'ſhall have it 3- If it be not. good, then 
the not having it is good'for us. The ſting ſa- 
fied with this Promiſe gives Contentment. | 
it 'the | 3. Contentment makes a man' in tune-to ferve 
fell. 1 $69,. it oils th- wheels of the fon!, and makes It 
more agil and nimble 3 it compoſeth'the heart,and 
now is fit for prayer , meditation , &c. - How can 
hethat is in a paſſion of grief, or difcontent, ſerve 
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Would not offer that to-God which cof# Sim no- 
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as jtis with 2/4, when it is always ftirring, you 
- can make nothing of it , -bat let it ſettle a whilez 
and then it turns to cream : When the heart ig'03 
- Fermuch ftirred with diſquiet and diſcontent, yall 


pe j 
> — "0 Bs, B 
; T FLISLER j Tx 
* c _—_—— , nf wadetns nd a .4 
4 Rb 6, + &< - LI 


naks” nothing x" of ths Dd Nr ts 


[ST ILIC* 

g - 
Je10 

a* 5 
] 


Mb Fe 4 > Or tetitwent ty ths ſpl Aroh, or Pillar 
os Soul ; ins nn he 
—_ is: Ts undey the leaſt Sing 


hho 
Heart '' "Fhiis-it argh 7 KT nnder Rep 
F BJ W- can vindicate' nie! bASs - foie 
$1: E me. * Ft ep ved ” I IG 
Ile watley ſhall by filed" ,* Ling. 319." 
192 Sts holy traces the Heart froav 
tings the Murwmn wii fliePraitanid Leaves 
brown" off;:* 611 / there is $ip it the Root. 
When there-is/an @utdiarm npon our external Feli- 
ld (: lly "the Leaves of our Eſtate drop off, till there 
my Att Ea! of Conlment Tur the-Bearts \and a 
ian 1 Life inwardly, ; when his'oatward 
ſe Hot bloſſom. Ths: contented Heart 
+ oat of Heart. Contefitation' ag 
that dotly beat- back 
ley" is like the Lead to-the Net, whiich Keeps 
Sout down when 'it-is rifing warn wh 
Contentment is like the” Cork which ; 
art up when it is finking through | 
Contentment is the'great' U S 
te like the. Beain which-bears whatever: t 
{'apon it-; nay, it'ls ke # Rock that breaks 
ra 


- 


_ Tix 


cantented, and and that 
Twelli the: Grick, pus yet lege te 
this. cred Sine of: APEmioent nt begins to ” 


we :g0 lunping'! gar Affliction, We, know. 
mat what Burdens God may. exexciſe us with, et 
ustherefore.preſerve-Contentment ; as is oqr Con: 
Jcentment,. (ych will-be.qur Copy David with. 
- his; fiv c On de 6d Golrahy.. 
- En raline FS, 
\ ing a yon 5 WA ifR18 fac tc 
/ =, vr fin TY | and\eonquer! i 
| no rakes which. elle. 


Se: 7; nl Is, Contentment preyen 

wanySins ard Thraptarions. 41 oe 

1." Jt prevents many Sim, Where there, mam v1 £2 

bf Gt. there wants no fin; Dilgontenggls w; 

nels with our Candition: is; a Sinthat doth nova Þ +: 

1 by make <br like -the. Firſt Link of | the «Chal 
whichdraws all-the gtheriLinks along with-itz! 
-particular, there dn Sins which Contentat 
ny > | 


I. Diſcontent, and impatience e's -; . 
two 4X 15 of the Loxd,- arby it | 2 


# 
.v; 


'£ 


Featy # 


I w4it an longer 2 < ng. 6,3} As it! 


werelo tied, that Pp give us the Mercy ie 
wav we deſire. Impatience is no- ſinall Sin, DIY: 
| H if. 


* you ers whehce it-ariſeth; $ 


rh G "72s tok ty we of Faith, . Falth gives que | 
$4 | , btion 'of God ll Y. wil ent Grace ; it « 
he © ves that Got (cl fir, and Nis Lave- 
i Wh. ens all, Ports Ay > ; this works Patiehce;. 
/#4 nay. drink of «7 which my Father hath 
bo me? Inpatjer e is the Daughter of Infideli- 
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Rivers are fill ; he that, lets his Thoughts expall 
Hate about. Sin, -is both, Gilent and amazed,” he 
wanders it is no worſe with him,” How's free | 
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pron againſt this Sin? The contented Chriſliaſi "71 
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thoſe who arg neer/him. - This evil ſpirit tron-. * 
+ Families, Par iſhhes, ©: If there be but one » © 
pug # ing ont-of tune , it ſpoils all the mvſick; : Oue © 
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"* ray the comfort of life. Fhere is noneatFMabi 
have many mercies if we can ſee themzy 4 
w.Secanſe we-have-not all we defire , therefor 
we v Fe | thecomfort of that which we have 
Jonah baving his Gourd fmitten-(a WI 
- Yanity ) was (0 diſconitented , thathe a1 


ught of bis miraculous deliverance's of} Diſc 
Wha belly; he takes no.comfort of his ſes, 
that he might die. What folly is thigh{ith 


£7” pb 
'_ . we muſt haye all or none 3 herein we are likeC chj 
© dren, that throw.away the piece which is cut 

# - becauſe * 07. PY ave no bigger: Diſcont 


wi; "a % - 
= 
64s p 
: —* 
GAS 
+- 


; - Es ! 
- - - 2 ; 2 
. Sg o 4 #5" $54 paige 
> 3 L ; I—_—_—_ 
#4; - a5 7 : : or Fr > bs 
my 4 4a : WF" - | m—_ : 
8 #4 k 4 - of o 


., T_ 


+ ont: the ca of life. Beſides, it were 
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& | Obriſt was upon the Croſs, the Jews brought him 
ofle [4 & and vinegar to drink ,,-that it might adde to 
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p 3 hy af pn, he muſt bear ers; 
| are rfcft that which is lack; if och | 
FS ' 3. 16... A Chriſtian” 

old. as-to be paſt bearivg ; wn 1 forth. 
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F--- Ie-art o af " 
ne growing 3 be vever thin! s be roxy. 
"eough3 he is not content nnlefs he adde fegow 
one#cubit to. lis (pirituel ſtature. We:muſt nc Be. 
be content 41ſt with fo.much grace as will] Ch 
_ apd foul together; aflram or wo mult natÞ 

© but. we-muſt: beſh}t cncreaſing with tha Bi 
IJ {one & of God, Col. % 9s) We had need rerew [4d 
5 + wur ftrength as the/Eqg:e; Ia. 40. 31. our firsaie yg a 
3 wed. our wants are renewed , - our tentations Bthe 
A - Thxenewed, and ſhalbnot cur ftrenzth be rerewe@ Bae; 
"Oh be not content with the firſt enbry9 of grace, F lfp; 
—_— infancy and minority. 'Xou-lcok for-des Þ "xs 
;of glory ; be: you. Chriſtians: of degrees "py 
b a Bebever. ould be contented witha$#. 5; 
mod /1n>in his Eſtate, .yot not with a modicumt f vg 
-Reiigien,'! A Chriſtian of: the right breed laboung//, | 
- |} to excel himſelf, ; ant come nearer -untp ed 


"MODOIes of all holineſs. 
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. hetireſs in God , who is:the original, the/patt \ 124 
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es a Cbri Han may know wich 
th Jeavned' this Divine Art, | a. 4 


."U < "Has habias laid, down, theſe, thy 
þ der F -Cautions,, [ proceed 4 in 3h, ala 
rial.- 4.. How may a Chriftian-kn 
| learned this leffon of Coven mn 
Thall lay down .fome CharaCters yy 
I] know it, * 
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rour | Te A Contentel gee low oh 
'y 6 | t one word to ſay againſt God wmv 
t Went, becauſe: rbouy Land, tl bong. » Pal, 33» 
Keel WOnntentment- filenceth all difputg; "He } HRAth a- 
it not _ a'td keepeth ſilence , Lam..3 28. - re.is a ? 
*þ thi P'feefit filence when God bs dfh>nouwred | bis truth + 
[£1.08 C dundet , and men hold their peace ; ; this lence 
rae BY a loud fin: and. there is. an. holy. filence , when" * 
ations he foul fits down quiet ani] contentwith its cops*- 
web F Jition : When $4! tels E!i that heavy-mefl: :ge © 
2yAce, om Go: 1, thit'he"woutd judge bis boafe, and that -- 
or.Ges F*rbe in. gtity of bis Fami.y ſoul not be purged «- 
pres $ wy with ſacrifice For e22r-3 1 Sam. 3 13: dath 
MILSSEE murmar , or difpate 2 No, he hath not one 
ri -word toſay azainſt God. I is the Lad , letbam -- 
ung wiz: ſeemerh bim good, ver. 13. A dif. :ontent - 
a ed ſpirit Cvith, as Ph iran, Who 1 the Lord 7 why _ 
kad I fuffcr all this > why ſhontd'T be broug! * yp 
>=Fato this low condition 2 Fe 53 the. L974 2 But - 
© 5 gracious heait faith as EL, I: 35 he L945 let © 
Fhim co what be will with'me. Whey bog aud 2» 
F © Abibu, the ſons of 2.5704, had 0 
” % IE 1, and fi/e, Int from thz -Lofd, 
SE" than; Lev. 1 2..1. is 4.ron now is 4. 
YG Potonen? Nd, Aaron b:11 bis, Ly 
Þ.. 4 contented ſiritis pever angry, wlefs 
elf for naring hf thonghts of 
| : nab Cid, T1 do wel! to be angry ; tiiis was Bag, A 
4 | contented ſpirit, it did nat de-ome a Prophet... 
th 2, A contented (pirit,, i: 4 chearful ſpirie ; 5. the 
; as $calt it Eu:.u74:4 Conte:\tmenit is fornething 
| "than Patience ;. for Patience denotes oy, 
PRs: Contentm-nt denotes Chrarfu: 'nefs A 
nrente 1 Chiſtian s __ thar piſſive ;-he oth * 
A. aIt 7 
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- not only bear the Croſs, but 'rake up the Croſs i&- _ 
Matth, 6, 24. He looks upon Gcd as awiſe God 3 $1 


"and whatever he doth, thongh it be not «ad vo/un. Wy 
. Fatem, yet ad ſanttatem; it is in order. to.a.curet i 
Hence the. contented Chriſtian is chearful., and 
with the Apoſtic , rakes pleaſure in infirmties M41, 
difireſſer, &c. 2 Cor. 12. 10. He doth not bly 1; 

" ſibwit"to Gods dealings , but rejoyce in them ; be 
_ doth not only fay , uſt is the Lord in all that 8 i 
_ befallen me ; but Good 75 the Lord, . This is tobe 4, 
contented. A fulten Melancholy is hateful , it is Þ 1, 

"Gd , God loves a chearful giver , 2 Cor. 9.7. 1 
"avd God loves a chearfi] lever. We are bid in Þ 
Scripture, not to. be carefu? , - but we are no where | | 3 
* bid not to be chearfir]. Hethat is contented with # P 
ſt 


TI 


tris condition , doth pot abateof his ſpi:itaal joy, 

ant] indeed he hath that within b\ym_ which is te. th 
ground of chearfulne's 3 he caries a pardon ſeals 16 
ed in his heaft ; Mat. 9. 2. | "- 


_ g 3, Acontented ſpirit, is a thank ful ſpirit ; Job 1 : 
's Af, This iz degree abore the other ; [7 eve 
*tFimg prong thanks; 1 Thel. 5, A gracious heart 1 
. ſpi-s_nierry in every contition , therefore hath ws 
- heart, Rrued up to thankfulneſs ; otbers .will bleſs: 
"proſÞerity, he bleſſeth him for +MiQian, Þ* 
he reaſons with himſelf, Am I'in want ? Þ+ 
ſees it better for me to want then to ;þautyd ;*Þ* 4 
off is fiow.dieting of me , he ſees it better for nix | 
"ſpiritoa} health, ſormet'mes to be Kept fiffing ; Þ 
 rherevre he doth net or Iy ſubmit, but is think, ; 
"nod malecontent is ever co;mplainin of his © 
| CC ition * the. conterited ſpirit fo ct? ping W: 2+ 
© thanks. Ob what height of grace is.this 7 Atom If 3 
| rehted heart is Tere whtere the praiſes of. afl I 
”- ate fg forth, nat's Sepylchre whertlh they, re Þ% 
" : - R $ D Ss % , _ fir} i + of 
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] Divine & Elltenene. Ws 
buried, * A contented” "Ctiriſtian ir in "pe =: 


Neajts/ 'Kath Bits Heaft enlarged,” and... 
thinkfulneſs. He oft conterngl; 

eCTion , he ſecs that! is a Dio! 
erefore deſires to be pattern 
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pra 


3 Ther 


F- here 
hs is always gratulatory tafick \n,-a contented Spl 5 ; 
hk ” the. Spirit of grace works in "the heart. he. | 

that is © wine, which under t heavieſt | rc ares 1 


is tobeÞ* row : will have z veht open for 1 nes g's 


its 
2.7.1 is to be content. 64] Ons 
bid in Þ 44 He that is content, no cond: tion comes 2- 


where miſs to hjm'; 6 itis Tn the Test , in Lee iy & 
C WIE Pats in whatever ſlate Tam, Ac 
ra to. 8 


"tia can, prozt res exigit, tiirn 
& thing 3 either want, . Or a und The PE 
} WW knew neither how to ahoun1, nar yet howto - 
fant ;. when they were in want, they murmurgy! 5 ; 
# nn God prepare a Tab't in the wile neſs? ap4 
316 | her the ate and were filled , then. they 1jFed up 
/ ED21) 6 the keel. _PÞ.tzl knew how to fn anage £6 y eftatc; | 
Þ Hetontd beeither a vote Wpher, pr lower; F: the was + 
*& {''t this'fenſe) an Univer}. he cowd yg -3 
T. that Gor 'would have lim If Yar 09 
I IE ha he kfriew how to be thankf, $1it in Fn gt. | 
Yer he knew how to Lepatient; % War, jo 7 
| ver i with the” ne , nor caſt down withrthe 
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r s conld carry: a. greater [07 Je J 
By * "Conterite Cont Kool ht ies 
pl | ow to any condition. Srenut x roof | 


fritus, qui if qrolibet extrcitn. "Ger! et, 
exupentiam ejut ; O& coriarings, ts ext 
| tr 90 Facit' aptimos [0 layes 5; x 
ts, qut c feit quot "8 ſe gerere, oo 
| 70Sied ho can de corten' ed i ſome tRopecit 
"uy ir wy eſtate. © They can be*corntent infa © 
## . Ng, M J ea. thy 2 


ins upon the | 
3 butif Fl hl 


£53 , has oy crutch to lean 
pp * but if God breaks this crutch, Þ 
576 ckited ; but Pau had learged Þ_. 
IM Fre =: -* Fl Y ping with. 7 rot?! 8. 
A be coptent ith their af B73; 
he nou PROC them leave to pick 
wr They could be content” to bear ſuch a 
>=" they, could better endure fickaeſs then po- 
" verty, or bear loſs of c ite, thay, loſs .of chudren; 
hey might have fiich'a mans croſs, they could: 
+ ** be content; any condition but the preſent : thisis.Þ 
.not"to_be contept. A contented Chriſtian doth: % 
; - "not-p _5of chuſe his crofs, bht !eaves God ta chule 
TE 3 *he is content both for the kind, aud of: 
th | the \" 7% 3ew A.contented Ipirit ſaith ,” Let Gare 
n * ppl what medicine he pleaſcth,, and let, it lie of by 
Tas! as it! will ; IL. know when if hath, done 3s . 
* **cnre;, and eaten the venom of fin olit of my he: oF G 
'*:God will take it off ayain. In a word,.a contentZ 'Q 
Chriſtian, being (weetly captivated under th 
BY of, the Ward ,. defires t9 be wholly als 
, anT 1s willing to hve 1 in Mat ÞÞ {ph 
te Na God has fet him, 5f:at « 
&. an inſtrument of Oy | 
per inthe publick., he Keri bee; ; 
br. a ſeryant to authority and js. b 
[i ta. his former grivate conditic | 
cr1natus after he ha cone.wor wf E 1k 
Wk WAS great. fame, in. his Lid: ge: 
: al 
ng afterwards volus 
Ml to till and (manure his four acres. 
1d, Thus fhoglg it be with Chrilti my 


s 
' "IF F'Y I» EDI; 
- " , Eat 


ts 
—>T p- 


"if 
T 


{ 3's Godlineſs with -Contentrents z'hayin 
xs., nottlatip?: 'O offend. Jupnter:z. 1] hes * 
rid & tbe djſcoyes 0w/z to the world: aire oh. | 
+ beige, {os untamd- and bead-ſtrang; that- 
a thy haze, conquered others, yet-they are not - 
eta rule their own-ſpirits, 
Ity- 8 5 He that is.contented- with. his condition, to ..”? 
| Hayes cut of trouble; will not un himfetf in- 
* Dep þ,gepy got. but 'a, Chriſtian may lawfully = * 
e& to change his condition , -ſo:far -as Gods pros 
-yidence doth go before, he may follow , but when 
3 | men wi!l not follow providence , but run before 
d Fit; as he aid,” This evil 75 of the Lord, whyſhould 
18.18. aye any longer *r? 2 King. 6. If God doth notoe... 
Fen the door by bis providence , they will break it 
jopen., and winde themſe!ves out of affliction by 
lin ; bringing thcix ſonls mto.frouble by bringi 
x00 © their eſtates _” of _— Five 1s far from olp 
MF: Cc JEanOn, this 1-unbehe broken aut into 
1 &. De A Fre Chriſtian is Nitto, ta uo 
ai Gods 1:afure , and will not ftir tif! God "open a 
ent-"Þ c As Paul ſaid in another-caſe , They have 
the P's wen Lapent uncondenn:od, being Romans';, and 
8&4 pa fr into priſon , and now uothey'thruſt us 
nay verily, but let: IP t 
{ Lage {Ms 4:3-0u#3 Acts 16. So-withre- 
grencayfaiths the contented Chriftian., GoChath 
: & mefnto this: condition ;7and though it'be fad 
| troubleſome, yet I will-not Rirg/tif God by a 
/gi providence fctchame.out.” - Thus thoſe brave 
ited Chriſtians, Heb. r £435; op nr ny 
6 We Tuer a+ C0,, that” is; upon-haſt fdiſhinourable- - * 
mms. They would rather ſtay in priſois; ithen' 
rchaſe their liberty by carnal complyance. 'Eſt;- 
3 on the place, they "Nor not only have 
bad 
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hacl their enſargement , but been rais'd to honoyi 
* andipnt-into'officer of truſt; yet-the honont'y 

Religion was dearer to them , then «ther 

or honour. - A contented Chriftian' «Ill not rx 

move, till as the I/rae/ites,, he ſee a piilar of rjulÞ 

and fire going befo:e him : It is good that aman © 

both hope and quietly wait for the ED ;V. 

of th: Lord, Lam. 3. 26. "Tis goo to ita on 

leaſure,-and not to extricate our ſlves © tf oo ; 
'+ ble; till we fee the ſtar of Gods Provic e Poink« 

ting out a way to'us. | ; 


#4 /CHAP. XLV:. 


d 0aTÞS 2" 5. 
| Enntiniy # Chrifian Direfory , or Ralls, 
Me Contewtment. 


Ue Y. F Pivnd row no of Dito 
ſhew Chriftians how they may 
to. this Divine. Art of Contentation. Geree'S.. 

' is feafibleg o'hers of Gods Saints have rexched- 10 | 
” it.. $- Pay/ here had it; and what do'we't , 
of 1 ſe wezead of in that little Book 6f Marth tis 
11. who: had trials of cruel mockings 
Cgarscrhe wandred abont in Deſert: and Corti / 

- yet were contented ; (© that it is poffivle to be hi 
And hereLſhall lay down fome Rules fer holy © dis 
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S B:C-T. 
. Rule,” Advance Faith. 


A our diſquiets dojfſne, immediately gombe- | 
ener 'Tis , tfyis that raifeth the ſtorm of difſcon- 
tent in he Zegrs --3L et faith a work; _ 
"property of faith to ſilence our doubtings, tq 
ter our fears, to {hill the, heart -when-the paſſions 
are up: Faith works the heart to a,lwect,, krreye 
compoſure ;''tis not having food and raiment-, bat 
-having Faith which will make us, content. Faith-. 
| chides down -paſſion -3 When Reaſor. begins to... 
pak, let Faith ſwim. | 


þ Ref, How doth Faith work Contentment? 


” def. 1. Faith ſhews the font that whatever 
6 5 trials are,. yet it is from the hand of a F . 
Tt mh a hitter, cup ,, but, Shall-Fner- the | 
we bich..my Father. hath, groen me- to drink? 
"Wvirio love to my ou); ;:God carreAgwiththe fame 
> a the Eons me ; God is, now.. training me up 
, he carves me F9;make ens a poliſhed 
3s ſe ſufferings bring forth wr dar gh 
ity. even ohs peaceable fruits of "ig 
*II&d..12.4.1. if God.can bring ſy ſweet fruit 
Qut. c ofa foes ack , let him graft me where he 
2 TVs fa' bis wings the heark chaly vu | 


a WM het ke honey of PEE 2, : 
| ® iſe, , Ctvift.is, the Vane. the 
4 Cc {LAX an © #; 


this Vines ; ad Faith prefſeth. the ſweet wine « of 
©. Contentment_ out of” theſe ſpiritaal cluſters of the; 
* Promiſes. I will ſhew you but one Ver 
Lord will give grace | glory ; Pfal. 84. 11. here: 
is enough for faith to live upon. The Promiſe is 
the flower wer out of which Faith diftils the fpirityand 
quinteſſence of Divine 'Contentment. In a word;,, 
ape ole up the ſoul, and makes it aſpire after 
noble” ard generous delights "than earth af.. 
; 4nd to live in the. world above the. world.” 
=. 6 jou Jead ' cotitetited Hyes ? live up to the. 
Jeight of your Farth, 202i 


S'E:C yp WT 3 
3. Rale. Labour fr A; urarc?: 


Oh let' us aA the intereſt clear'd between Gl 
2nd our '6wn fouls. © Titersſi is a word "mutt 
;nfe , i plasfeng ofa, Intereft in ext ene "% 
eeroft-money'? Oh if there be an :zeereft wort ine” 
>  - looking aftef, ""is an ttereft between God and the 
- - 2oul 5 Labour to fay'; My-God. Tov be” withow! 
. ys 'and without ends ; arict without 6 
too ,' Epb.'2 712. iv Tad 3 bathe” omg 

"nts! afforaice , that 'can' veel 
Thave believed; 2 Tin. 12: Lo SntPl 
"that man hath enongh to give his heaft- conte 
ment When a mans debts are pald;" anfl he 
$0 abroad without fear of arreſting, «what contelts 
cment is this! Oh , let your title be wed} 
ny A whatever _e wat — the : Foul 
made up in him. warſt 
- Thave Chrift he breag "Att 1 utdef te 
mel his blood 4s Nkethe't: INN ts 
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F P Tt only for meat, bat medicine ; ' Exek 47." 1:2; "if 
& pl thing in the world be worth labouring-for ;"4t 
s to get ſound evidences that God is ours, "It this 


"be once clear'd , what-can come'amifs 2: 'Nomats 


8 To reſt in a condition where ai Chri 


[nr ſtorms I meet with, fo that Þ know where 
| to pat in for harbotr.” He-that hath God to be His 
; God, is fo well contented with his conditiow/ that 
he doth not care whether 'he hath wr thing (elle: 


"| fay God is his God., is matter of fear; and if he 
'F canſay fo traly, and/yetis not contented, is matter 


Ian cannot '- - 


of ſhame. David.encouraged himſclf inthe Lord 


ty God ; '1 Samit30; it was ſad with' hin , Rik 
- tas burnt, h's wives taken-captive; he loſt all, and 
 tſke to have loft his Somtdiers hearts too" tor _ 
\ ſpike 'of ftoning 'b:m ): yet | he had the 

EContentment within: him vi7. 41 ne rope] 


6 > 2 d this was aſapportment to his ſpirit, _ He that 
| & pws God 5 His and all that is in-God is for bg 
dy if this doth not ſatisffe, I know SY wii 


. br p T 
1 a8 oy 
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4 - | [6 T. nl. 
4 © Rule.” Gu. gr mn Hunhle ſpiri' 


1 She * | +: Þ43Kilf 2 , 
bayThe hnmble man; is the. contenteltahany If his 
g2e:he low , bis; heart is Jower thankhis effate; 
zefare be content. ; Ifhiveſtcert inthe worth E 
Loy, he that is little in, hivowh 2 ious "notibe 
much troubled to be: fittle in the of iothers. 
le, hat Per oney of hi OI. 
fave of ence 


af T 
—- 


Tad | 
- Paul, that Neatebe chef of tre, ' Tim." I. 11. 28: + 
doth notmurmar, but-adimire : He toth | » 
ſay his comforts art (mall , but bis fins are 
4He thinks: it a mercy- he is out of -hell;,F 
is contented; He doth not go to-carye if 0 
"out a moxe happy condition tohimicit 5 he knows ÞF 1 
e "ur piece God cuts him "is better thanke » *1t:; 
| - A proud' man is never contented”, he-is Þ 7 
"FO at hath ai) high opinion of hinwtelf; this 'T 
” fore under:ſmall bteffings is diſdainful, vnder ſaall $3 
impatient. - The hnmble ſpirit is the con- 
xented ſpirit 3 if. his crofs be light , he 1eckons'it | mM 
in the jnvehtory of his-mercies; 2f; it be heavy, (yet Th 
takes itupont his knees , knowing that 'when his e- ene 
e 4s1\worſer;; 1t 4 Vy make him hetter. ' Where ha 
yon layhumility for the toundation, Contentment 4 for 
Wild nparagere a” $61 Fit 
ra? "$ E my lV. i. 
| $ 7 T mz 
. Rule, | Won a Send Conſcience. Wo _.The 


»; 


Contentment is t a hae t is laid up in the 4 
- Ark of a good-C ience 3 +Oh take hee orig ie - 
> Gukting any fin. *Tis as natural for guilt to breed Y4-co1 
bn as; for; patric}r9atter! w breed vertrins ” he: 
a&Jenth 3the ſhit14 it edifeth'a' te £ th 

A -or Motea the-gotten t >xti8 eye, they: 
FC vx naer andconea ſoreneſs in it'Y ifithe W8- Ph 
” be ;t'39:free:ffbmthat oreets? "tf 38 5 $7 
4 *nto:the tonſciencey whict-i4 avthees : FF 1 ea 
+ - of theſou] ,cthen:grief anddilquiet breeds " $2 Fer 
| - but keep the eye; of conſcience*clear , and- al is © 
* "yo p Pa Slane faith of a. dl ſtoms of 


% 
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Py very Fas thing EE Prov. 27, 7 io to; to A 

BN 3 f pod conſcience every bitter thing is ſweet; it can 

re pick contentment ont of the Croſs. Good conſci- 

41; Fence turns the waters of Marab into wine. Would 

ye- Hou have a quiet heart? get a ſmiling conſcience. 

ws & 1 wonder not to hear Paul ſay, he was in every 

he ) ſtate content z When he could make that tciumph, 
I have' lived in all good conſcience to this day , ACts 

13. I. When once a mans reckonings are Clears 

jt muſt needs let in abundance of contentment in- 

"to the heart. Good conſcience can ſuck content- 

ment ont of the bittereſt drugge ; under flanders, 

Thzs ts our rejoyeing , the Teſomony of our Conſci- 

ence , 2 Cor. 3.12. in caſe of impriſonment , Paul 

"had his priſan-ſongs, and could play the ſweet le(- 

-fon of contentment., . when, his feet were ,in the 

tocks 5 48. 16. 25. one calls it bona conſcientia 

"Paradhſus , the Paradiſe of a good conſcience z. and 

FI ithe ſo, then in priſon we may be in Paradiſe. 

Wks b the times are troubleſome, good conſcience 

wh a calm 3, If conſcience be clear, what though 

days be cloudy ? Is it not a contentment to 

je mb a friend always by , to ſpeak a good word for 

he Y z us? ſuch a friend is conſcience. Good conſcience 

in $7 48 Davids Harp, drives away the evil ſpirit of dif- 

ed; © conterit. When thoughts begin, to ariſe , and the 

nes 5 © heart is difquieted ; Conſcience faith to a man, as 

\3F-* the King did to Nebemiab., Why is thy countenan:e 

oo fad? Neh. 2.2. Sofaith conſcience, haft not tho'1 

4 the ſead of God in thee ? ait uot thou -an hexr of 

= rhe Promiſe ? Haſt not thou a treaſure that thou 

n [ anſt/ never. be plundered of £ Why is thy coun» x 

SnEtenajice fad? Oh keep confcienceclear, and you 

| ſha!) never want contentment. _ For aman to keep --: 

the/ pipes of his body , the veins and arteries free- -. 

Mo 7 colds and ob a” is the beſt way to... 
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\ [aajntain health : So, to keep conſcience clear, a 
to preſerve it from the obſtructions of guilt ,”is' 
'the beſt way to maintain contentment. Firſt;con- 
:4cience is pure and then peaceable, 


SEC v. 
<5. Rule. Learn to deny your ſelves. 


!Look well to your affeCtions, bridle them in 
iDo two things , | 


| r. Mortifie yonr defires. 
-1 2. Moderate your delights, 


" '1, Mortifie your deſires. We muſt nat be of they... 
"Dragons temper , who ( they (ay } is ſo thirſty, that 
- no water will queneh his thirſt ;- Moreefie\cherefan 

your mordinate affettion; Col. 3. 5. in the Greek 
'It is, your ev7l affettion : to ſhew that onr defires 
when they are inordinate,are evi]. Crucifie your d6-W# 
{fires , be as dead men; a dead-man hath no pF 

te. hs © 

F "ah How ſhould a Chriftian martyr his des 
*laces | + 

Anſw. 1. Get a right judgment of the things 

here below: They are mean , beggarly thing « 
"2WPFile thou ſet thine eys upon that «which is wot di 

'Proy. 23-5- The appetite muſt be guided by wn 

:fon 3. the affeCtions are the feet of the ſoul, thae-IMys1 

.fore they maſt fo/low the judgment, not kad it. x 

Ay 2. Often ſeriouſly ' meditate - of . niort-lityaich 

EF Death will ſoon crop thoſe flowers whichellieu 

k. - deli ht in ,, and, pul] down the fabrick vf -1Þ "O 
| = bodies which welo garniſh and beautifte. | 
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*. Shen you are locking. up your money in your: 
= who ſhall ſhortly lock you up, in your - 
COmn F - 

* 2: Molerate your deliphts. Set not your heart 

too much upon any creature ; P/al. 62. ro*What* 

> over-love; we ſha!l over-grieve. Rachel ſet 

her heart too-much uponher children ; aud whe 
ſhe had loft them , ſhe loſt her (elf t6o , ſach a 
vein of grief was opened as coutd not te ſtencks 

el ; ſhe refuſed tobe comforted; Here was diſcons 
tent When we let any creature lie too near our 
heart , when God pulls away that comfort a-piece 

of our heart is rent away with it. Too wuch 
fondneſs: ends in. frowardneſis. . Thoſe that would 

be content in the want of mercy , muſt he mode: . 
rate in thre enjoyment: Frachan dipt the rod in®, 
Woney , he did not thruſt it in. Let us take heed 
* irgu'phing our ſelves in pleaſure , * better have 
Eſpace diet ,. than. by having too much', ta 
infeit. B a . , 
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| A | hy , | | 
6+ Ri'e.. Get much of Heaven into your 
8 hearts i | 


= 


” Spiritnal things ſatisfie 3 the mofe-of heaven is 

&W us, the le(s earth will content, _He'that hats 
/ EEE Dnce taſted the love of God , P/al. 65: 5,. his thirlk: 
here Eh muctht quenched. toward (ublan:ry things 3 the 
L975 of -Gods Spirit ' are heart-filiing and heart-. 
RN o8Schearing joys; he that hath theſe,” hath heaven be» 
Noun 5n him, Roms. 1917. and Chill we not b& --; 
; ontent'to be in heaven ® Oh get a ſablime heart, = 
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Was 8g thar ar4 above 5 Col. 3. 1, fliealoft 
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iv your afteCtions, thirft after the graces and com-; 
- Forts of the Spirit ; the Eagle that flies above in.” 
the air , fears ngt the ſtinging of the ſerpent ; the. 
ſerpent creeps on his belly, -and ſtings onely ſachi 


creatures as go upon the earth.  Fito 
Diſcontent is a ſerpent that tings only as earth-; W thi 
' ty. heart ; an heavenly ſoul that with the Eagle tes goc 


aloft , finds. abandantly enongh in God to give Þ bot 
contentment , and is not ſtung with the cares and FF: 
diſquiets of the world. | thi 
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A 5 7. Rule. 'Lock net ſo much on the dark ſide 
5 of yur ccndition, as on the light, 


*R God:loth chequer his providences, white and 

& Hack, ag thepillar of cloud had its light fide and '"F- 
dark; look on the tight ſide of thy eſtate; who < 
Jooks/on the backſide of a landskip ? - Su » 177; 
thou artcaſt in aaw-ſuit, there is the dark fide Þ wi 
& yet thow haſt ſome land-left, there is the /ight fides ho 
| - Than haft ſickneſs in thy body, there is the dark White 
+ fide ; but:gracein'tby ſoul, there is the: 1:g/r des Was 
- . Thou haſt a child taken away , / there-is the 47k his 
fide; thy hasbandTives, there is the /ight fide. Gods gat 
: _ providences in this life. are various, . repreſented? F* an; 
y thoſe ſpeckled horſes among the Myrtle trees Y gu 
which were the red and whzre ; Zach. 1.8, mercies. Þ hi: 
and afflictions are interweyen , God doth ſpeckle Jig. 
' his work. Oh, faith one, I want ſuch a comfi ort, -4* be 
” bat weigh all thy mercies in the balance, and thc: 
mill make theecontent. -1f. a man-did want a fi *v 
|. ger , would he. be ſo difcontent#d for the lol obplWf: 

£ .3 not to be thankful for the JALAG! Jar! | 
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m-' Wand joynts of his body ?. Look on" the light ſide 
Wof your condition, and then all your diſcontents - 

will cafily digband 3 do not pore upon your lofſes, + 

. but ponder pon your mercies. What? wouldft -. 
thou 'have no-croſs at all > Why ſhould ohe man 
Ethink. to have all: good things , when himſelf is 
good but in part ? Would it thon have no evil a- 
| bont-thee , who haſt ſo: mych evil in thee? ,thou 
art .hot fully ſanCtified in this life , how then 
thinkeſt thou to be fully ſatisfied ? never look-far 
perfection of contentment till there be perfection: 
of grace, 


o I 
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Y SECT. VI. 


i 8. Rule. , Conſider in what a poſture we"? 
Wl” ſtand here in the world... - 


0-9” 1. We arc in a m/itary condition, were /oul- 
oe arers; 2 Tim. 2. 3. now a fouldier is- content 

z»& with any:tbing; what though he hath not his ſtarely 

houſe , his rich. furnituce , his ſoft bed ; bis full /ta+ 
ble? -yet doth.not complain ; he can lie in ſtraw © 
as well as down ; he minds -npt bjs lo4ging ; but -* 
© his thoughts run upon dividing the ſpoil;, and the: 
=” garland of | bonour that ſtvll be ſet upon his head; 

28 and for hope of this 1s content-to run any hazard,en- 

Us Sure any hardſhip. We-e it nct. abſhyd; ta hear 

5 him.complain that he wants ſuch provifion, and, - 
kle - 3s fain to lie out in the fle:ds? a Ch;iſtian is a m;- 

4* btary per/o1 , he fights the Lords battels; he's 
CEbiifts Enſign bearer. Now what theneh-he en-*.* 
dures hard tare, and the bullets flie about ? he * 
lights tor a'trown, and theieiore mult he con 
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' 2. Weare in a pereg#ins: condition; Pilgrims” 
and travellers. A man that. is in a ſtraogecoumn- 
\  trey is contented with any diet or uſage, he is B+ 


IOW" <3 M £ COL a RT 
<X A nA RELEASES — 


= 5 


— i _ — 


' glad of any thing , though kehath not that reſpect; We 9 
Or attendance as he looks for at home ; nor isca» 
pable of the priviledges and immunities of that 
--place z he is content; he knows when he comes 
” into his own countrey he hath lands toinherit, aud . F* e 
+. "there he ſhall have honour and reſpect: Soit/is F* þ 
with achild of God, heisin a pilgnimage-condition, }. þ 
 . Tam a ſtranger.with thee, and a ſojourner , all Þ h 
my fathers were ; Pal. 39. 12. Therefore leta n 
= - Chriftian be content : - he is 58 the world , but { 
not of the world ; he is born of God , and is Þ - 
a Citizen of the New Feruſalem.;- Heb. 12. 10. n 
therefore, . though he hunger and thirſt ,- and" C 
have no certain dbelling place, 1 Cor. 4.11. yet Fp 
- he muſt be content ; it will begbetter when he” Þ* 7 
-- comes into: his ewn countrey. | I- 
-W | | EF + 
3- We are in a mendicant condition's” we are | c 
þ bepgers, we beg af heaven gate, Give. 14 this 1 
t day our daily bread; 'we live upon Gods alms/ | n 
,* therefore muſt- be content with any thing 3 a'Þ- a 
begger myſt not. pick and: chuſe, he is content-- | | 


ed with the refuſe. - Oh, why doft thou murmur tl 
= 1hit art a begger. and art fed out of the alms baſ- *F- { 
| ket of Gods provilence 2 
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=. SECT. IX: 

&: 9. Rule. Let not. your hopes depend extrins - 
Cap ſice upon theſe outward things. 

at - 


|  Lean-not upon ſandy pillars; we 'oft build our 
7 eomfort upon ſuch a friend or eſtate, and when that © 

18  F© prop is removed, all our joy is gone; and onr hearts 

. books either to fazl or free. A-lame man leans on 

al F his crutches , and if they break he is undone: let 
ta not thy contentment go upon crutches which may _ 
ut ſoon fail ; the ground of contentment mnft be 
s F - within thy ſelf. The word. Autarkeia, which is > 
. nſed for contentment , ſignifies ſelf-ſufficiency z a - 
1d "$4 Chriſtian hath that from- within that is able:toſup» 
jet F port him';z that ſtrength of faith and? good. bope * 
he 'F* © through grave, as bears up his heart inthe deficien- 
© cy of outward comforts. The Philoſophers: of 2 
- old, when theireſtates were gone, -yet conld take. * 
re | contentment in the goods of the mind, theirlearns 
bis ing and vertne 3 and ſhall not. a believer muck - ; 
ns. # more in the grace of the Spirit, that rich-enamel 
a 'F and embroidery of the ſoul? Say with thy ſelf; if : 
it-"F friends leave me, if riches take wings 3 yet Fhave 
ur that within comforts me , viz. an heavenly trea==; 
al- *F fore, Onunium m:4 mecum porto ; when the bloſs 
ſoms of my eſtate are blown off, ſtill there is the-? 
ſap of contentment in the root of my heart, I have 3 
{11 an intereſt in God, and that intereſt cannot be © 
4 broken off. Oh never place your felicity in-theſe | 
#- dull and beggerly things here below. 
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A I 9, Rule. Let us often. compare our. Cot | 
diiton.. | 
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*- -Quefti How ſhould I compare 2 - = 
+  Anfw-, Make thisfive-fold compariſon, \ : - \-- 
>» -1,'Letus compare our,;corndition and,our deſert / 
together ; if we have not-what we defire, we have 
more-than we deſerve. . For our mercies we have 
deſerved l/e/s 5 for our abons , We have deſers 
ved more. 
þ - Firſt, in regard-of our mercies., we.have des | 
* ſeryed lefs.). What can we deſerve? , Can man be 
| Profitable. #0: the! Almighty ? - we live, upon. free + 
e.» Alexander gave a great gift $0one of his” 
» jects the man being much-taken-with it , Ti # * 
+ {faith he ) 15 more than I amworthy of 3. 1 do nat 
© Hive thee this , faith the- Kipg ,- becauſe. thou ary | 
Worthy of it, but T give 4 gift likg Alexander, 
” Whatever we. have is not merze ,-but bounty ; the 
{leaſt bit of bread is more than God: ows us; we 
- Ean bring faggots to,our 9wn burning, [but not ane. ' 
Power to the garland of our falvation ;.he that hath 
{the leaft mercy, will die. in Gods debt. 
-# Secondly, in regard of our afflict:ons , we have 
| deſerved more. Thou biſt puniſh:d us leſs than 
Far aniquuities deſerve ; Ezra 9.13.. Is our condi» 
tionſad ? we have deſerved it thould be worſe .; 
> hath God-taken away our eſtate fom.ns? be might - 
Chave taken away Chriſt from us : hath he thrown 
*us into priſon ?* he might have thrown 1s into' heli; 
Che might as well damn us, as wh'p us.; this houkd + 
.mah Sevogtcnted, ; 
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2, Let us compare _ our ir condition with others ;.: 
Th this will make us content 3 we look at them. 
Fwho-are above us, let us look at them who are be- 
law tis; we ſee one in his filks, another in his 
#fackcloth ; one hath the waters of a full cup wrang] 
F out. to him » another is mingling, tvs drink with 
+ tears; how many pale faces do we behold , whom 
not ſickneſs , but want:hath brought-into, a con- 
" : ſumption / think of this , and be content. _ Tis 
t AW wore with them, wizo perhaps deſerve better: than... 
e 'Þ& ve, and are higher in Gods favour.  Am1 in pri- 
- (On? was nat Darzet in a worſe place , viz. the 
+ I Lionsden?_ Do I live in a mean Cottage I look - 
- on. them. who are baniſhed from theſhhopies... We - 
* xead of the Primitive Saints , that- they. Sf 
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more patient and contented, th "1 ig hy 

> - | abundance. Do others rejoyce.in aff: anch;. - 
; 'F do werepine? Can-they take-up their Cr FA and. 
Wa walk cheartully,under.it, and do weunder a lighter / 
croſs marmay ef | #4 1 788 
» Let us; compare our condition. W UIges : 

+. upon Earth ,- what a poor, mean condi Ls q 
; | he pleaſed to.be in for us? he was contents 3 
© any thing. . For ye know the grace of our Lord tf 
5, tht » that ny he. was rich, / yet for 5 
your, 
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' your ſakes be became poor 


| - 2 Cor. 8.9. Heconld 
; have _bronght down an houſe) from heaven with, 
- him , or challenged the high places of theearth ;. i 
= Uut he was contented ro be in the wine-pre/s , that. 

- we might be in the wine-ce{y ; and to live poor, 
-"that we might die rich 5 the manger was hiscra- F 
die, the cobwebs his canopy ; he; who is now pre- 

F paring manſions for us in heaven , had none for 
himſelf on earth, he had no where to layhis head. 
Chriſt 'came 1m forma parperis; who being 3n the 

* form of Gdd, took-1pon him the form of *a ſervant ; 

= Phil. 2:7. We-read hot of any ſums of. money he 

- Wad; when > money.” tie was fairyto work 

= @ thiracle for Tt; Mat. 17.27: Jeſus Clrift was in a 
low condition; he wat never high; but when he 

- was lifted *up-upon the Croſs, ani that was his'- ' 
_ humility 3 he was content to hve 'poor ,,.and 
dic os, Otr compare-your condition: with; 2 
Enritts: / i 8 
"4. * Let vs compare onr EBrifition with-what It © Þ © » 
jag ace, and this will mdſe us Content.” | | 

| Bift; Let-us compare ourfþ5r3tyal eſtate ith - #'F 
E wnat it was once. What were we when we lay in- | 
ow blood ?*we were heits apparent to helt, having : Þ 
no right-to pluck -one Teaf front the-tree of the | 
Premiſe, it was a Chri/tle/Fand hopeleſs condition, - 


<5 


pEPe/.2.12., bit now God hatlycut off the entail 
athellfand damnation ;--he hath taken you out of 
= the wilt Olive of Nature, and ingraffe you into 
emf; making you 1rving- branches of that 1! - 

me; he bath-not onty cauſed the Hgtt to 
you ,* but #2t9 you, 2 Co#, 6 and 
reſted you in all the Priviledges of | 
- Son-1h! £ Bedheog here that may make 'the Soblb. | 
-- COT ent k2, . 
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 .. - Secondly , Let us compare our tcmporal. eſtate __. 
with what it was once z alas, We had nothing when 
© we ſtepp'd out of the womb 3 For we brought no- * 
* thing with us into the world; 2 Tim.6.7 if we - 
” have not that which we defire , we have more 
then we did bring with us 3 we brought nothing 
with-us ( but [in; f other creatures bring ſomething: © 
with them into tize world ; the Laryb brings'wool}, : 
the filk-worm flk, ©. but we, brought nothing 
with ns. What if our condition at preſent be low 
it is better then it was once , therefore having © 
food and raiment let us be content 3 whatever we 
have, Gods providence fetcht it intous; andif we 
loſe all, yet we have as much as we brought with 
us, This was that made Fob content, Naked came 
T out of my mothers womb ; Job. «©. 2f\' as if hd had 
- faid, though God hath taken-away all from me,.. 
> yet why ſhould I murmur ?,, I am as rich now as? 
+ Twas when I came into the world ; 1 have as mact 
#, © + ft as I bronght with me ; naked-cartie I hither: 
Therefore bleſſed be the Name of the Lordal-- w: 
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4 | , 5- Let us compare our condition ,- with ah 
- fall be ſhortly. Theres a time + con 
5. whenifwe had all the riches of Indie, they 


- '# | . do us no good ; we muſt die s and can carry noe *- 
1. thing with us; faith the Apoſtle , 1+ 7s certain,” 
i} we can carry nothing out of the world ; 1 Tir. 
f£ | 6. 7. therefore it folluws, having food audrgument, © 
o let us be therewith content , Ver, 8. the rich. 
i , |. mans grave, and fee what, is there3- yohu may fin 

o the M:{ers bones, but not his riches 2 were we 
4 live for ever here , or could we carry our riches © 
of into another world , thenindeed we might be diſc: 


contented when we. look upon our empty bags 3 
# but it is not ſo: God may preſently ſeal.a warrant 
for Death to apprehend us;, and-when we die wg 
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FRED carry our eſtate with ns. *Honour and vches | 
cend not, inta the grave, "why then are'we trou- © 3 
= at onr "outward condition 2 Why do'we Af- , of 
iſe our” ſelves with diſcontent ? *Oh ay up a/ 
- © Rock of grace, * be rich in' faith and good works, 
$4 eſe riches will folloto hs 3, Rev. 14.73, no other © 
© © ip but ce will paſs covrant in heaven, 'filver 
ble will not go there 5 labour 'to be r4ch "to. | 
ards God ; Luke 12. 21; and 'as' for other * 
193. "not ſolicitous ,” we ſhall carty = 
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{bw RA 'Go not 30 bring. yqur condition 


to pour mind, but bring. your wind ro | 
your. condition. I 


e war for a Chriſtian to be contented, is not - 
ng his eſtate higher ,- but by bringing his 
felower ; a *mot'by making his barns wider, but 
ns he: narrojeer ; 5 One man a whole-Lordſhip or © 
> fas wt not content ; another is ſatisfied withs” 
Ea few actes of fand';- what is the difference ? 
J the one ftidte? to Fatisfic curiofi ity , the” other ne- 
Shes 3* the one thinks. what he may hve, 'the . 
5 Other what he may ſpare. 


S E G.T. XII 
x2.” Rule. Stady the vanity of the creature. © Tulip 


It. matters not Wiiethied we have more or tes 0 fall 
Theſe things,'they haye _ written vpon th 
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kt compared. toice,/ one 
Tos TEINS without very beauti» 
CE 2 within nothing tobe {ceo 


—_— every creaturefalth cons 


ce So es pn. Tha world is 
1c ng att but a fyin commoſt. *'Tis like 2 


at Tennis 3 P NCe. _ her F« 


1 firſt to one ,. ten | 
| cor entedtotthe hes IE Mo Vt tbecauſe 
expect that from them'vvyhichis not, and repoſe 
a wether. bWR RRC oro 


peding glad 
A Is 1s FP much to ſee a ext rk. ed 


mn? or to ſee the. £ Moog flog ſelfin anevy. 
ape and figure # 


G% SR © Th: 01-5 
«$3 3+ Rule. Get Phaney regulated. 


\ Its hancy which rajſeth themricenf; ctitiigs © | Fo : 
bb the rea{., worth 5. what. js. the reaſon vat -: 
Tvoli ſe worth five gounds, anotijer perhaps vat "© 
wy ſhilling? , Phancy raifeth the price, the 
e: is rather imaginary than real 2:40 why it 
puld +be better to have L than huadreds, 
I» 
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31ower as having. #careinit 

Snbics cc, a, fexat bear mer igible 

the: water: that. out rocky 4 

; nid rl Eo golden rhatizes's hi g ; 
y'them. 'Everifinoe: the-fall ;- 


| CE pes condit | 
. weutd: 6 the rmintaudiphabey: were (304 *< 
right: Pigeons preferredrbis Cynical life before. ... -- 
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